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DEDICATION 



To our Friends and Neighbors" who so generously donated their taxes, war bonds, and 
Us — we dedicate this book. Through this medium, we wish to express our genuine appre- 
tfMoii tm our magnificent pG|ci#ti«^ BtiTiQ^^an tatj etltoHtMi md oHhet favors 

too numerous to meniion^ We humbly regret that ^ese gracious oSeringS can not be realized 
by our benefactors. 



HEADQUARTERS 

QUARTERMASTER UNIT TRAINING CENTER 
FORT FRANCIS E. WARREN. WYOMING 

GENERAL ORDERS) 
No 54) 



L OKGANIZATION OF QUARTERMASTER 
GRAVES MGlStEATION COMPANIES 
11. AailVATION OF QUARTERMASTER UNITS 

1. Pursuant to telephonic instructions, Headquarters Seventh SvC, ASF, 26 November 1943, 
the following named Quartermaster Units, having been ordered into the active military service cif 
the United States, effective 26 November 1943, and transferred to Fort Francis E.Warren, Wyo., 
by General Orders No. 125, Headquarters, Seventh SvC, ASF, 26 November 1943, are organized 
in accordance with Table of Organization and Equipment 10 — 297, effective 27 November 19^: 

609 TH QUARTERMASTER GRAVES REGISTRATION COMPANY 
610TH QUARTERMASTER GRAVES REGISTRATION COMPANY 
6HTH QUARTiEMASTER GBA¥ES REGISTRATION COMI^ANY 
612TH QUARTERMASTER GRAVES REGISTRATION COMPANY 



By commstnd of Brigadier Gen^ WHITTAKER: 

A. J. SEIDL, 
Major, QMC 
Director, Administrative Division. 

OFFICIAL; 
Jl. J. SETDL. 

Major, QMC 

Adj utant. 




Thomas A. (Square-bush) 

Rowntree 

1515 B. Van Buren Street 
Amarillo, Texas 
30 November 1943 
Amarillo? The prettiest spot in 
the world when the wind isn't 
blowing/' [Dr. Miles saySj tJi 
didn't blow lor two 4&7S in 1^^") 



Ellis V. (Country Store) Cloiii 
Route 2 

Mendenhall, Mississippi 

9 December 1943 
,,Why eat now? We will be back 
to Headquarters in just a little 
whilfii it's only 150 miles/* 
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Robert E. (Eye-Wash) Barry 

2 Riverside Avenue. 

Baldwin, Long Island, New York 

9 December 1943. 

, .Paint all the posts and "trees, 

fill in all the holes, fix the 

entrance-tiiey don'i look at the 



Gerald H. (Junior) Myers 
257^,'." South Elm Street 
Beverly Hills, California 
21 March 1944 ~ 5 July 1945 
„But, Yogi, 1 don't have time to 
bring back your T/5!" 




Ridiard C. rTwo-GuH-Dii^) 

500 Liberty Street 

Newburgh, New York 

11 December 1943 

„II you've got any pistols, TIL 

give you a t^ssipi*** 





^Mimm Amm^t Marylmi 

tl Pmmi^ 1943 

„Be sure to look for mon«y 

Beitsr 




Winton [Alabama) 
Alexander 
Route D. 

Evergreen, Alabama 

1 January 1944 

,,I was iust fixin' to tell ya, 

I can get out of the ttfOXf 

whenever I want to." 



AlciA, (Fat-Stuff) 

Armenta 

Naco, Sanora, Mexico 
7 December 1943 — 
4 January 1945 
„l was just jivin' ya, m&n,' 





AMix C. (The Umd] 
Anderson 

1223 Military Avmm 
Council BluHs, loim 
27 November 1943 
The Enlisted Man*$ Mr. 
Anthony. 



Robert L. (tbe Cromm] 

Barrett 

Route 1 

Heltonville, Indktna 
2 May 1945 
„Aw. points won't mean 
anything, m-a-y-b-el" 





John W. [Panama] Baxley 
Lane Apartments 
Hogansville, Georgia 
6 December 1943 — 
4 April 1945 

„Honest, it was only ten 
o'clock Lieutena&i" 




Walter (CHggles) Benet 
1553 Cole Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 
26 December 1944 

job tomorrow." 



H. Charles (Haj^y-H^- 

man) Block 

6471 West 85th Place 

Los Angeles, California 

21 December 1943 

H he can't fix it-junk it. 
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EverettR. (Mattress-OiW) 

Bristow 

11671 Pope Avenue 
Lynwood, California 
21 December 1943 
„Jeep Driver? I just change 
oil aali& 




James D. (Bruce) Bmsuelas 
Post Office Box 184 
Tularosa, New Mexico 
28 April 1944 : 
„Li^7 One hour qidq]^ 
than anyone else/' j 



John V. (preailier) Bimtan 

Carver, Mirmesofa 
3 January 1944 
,,Dalyhas the ball! Hegces 
through center lor five 

yards!" 




Pablo (Pauncho) Cabr^a 
The United States Arm^ 
20 December 1943 — 
29 June ms 
^,Bet you a sousand Franca/' 




John E. (!>E»£te' Brinkley) 

Burton 

Route 2 

Atlanta, Texas 

3 January 1944 — ' 

; July 1945 

„Engle, you and I prbcess 
the ones with clothe." 




Joseph (Calamity} Bryant 
Lumberion, North CaroUrut 
3 December 1944 — 
1 July 1945 

trSomeday I'm going to get 
vexed/ ^ 




James R. [Gabby] 
Calloway 

125 North 5th Street 
Pocatello, Idaho 
31 March 1944 — 
4 Jammry 1945 




Ridiard (Gold Mine] 

Burwick 

531 Short Street 

In^Iewood, California 

21 December 1943 

, , At home t±iey call mj^, 

,The Great Lover'/' 
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Cohen (Goplier) CampMl 

Route 3 

Greer, South Carolina 
2 May 1945 

Couldn't say, never take a 
drink myself." 




Edward [Deacon Dan] 
Campbell 

369 Big Hill Avenue 
Richmond, Kentucky 
14 December 1943 — 
6 April 1945 

„I took a runny-tfo-lick at 
him/* 



Robert E. (Ford) Carr 
Post Office Box 451 
Chester, California 
21 December 1943 — 
4 January 1945 
He spent two w^eks docto- 
ring the ptsp*ft talL 




Steve (Bohunk) Cikel 
1839 Villa Avenue 
Racine, Wisconsin 
15 January 1944 — 
1 July 1945 

They prefer him to a movie 



Clarence (The German. 
Lover) Clemens 
Post OfHce Box 11 
Mazeppa Minnesota 
1 January 1944 
,,Hone$ti Lieutenant, 
they're Polish." 




Cleston (Railroad Tracks) 
Climer 

2019 — 46tk Street 
Longview, Washington 
5 De^epiber t94S 

hTo -nM'^ioU 

tomorrow!" 




■ W~ — If 



Paul K. (OCS] Cook 
2220 Pioneer Road 
Evanston. lUinois 
30 December 1944 
„Won't she be proud?'* 
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Leslie (Diesel Cock-tail) 
Courter 

RouU L. Vq B. 0. Mussel- 
man 

Orient, Ohio 

20 December 1943 

„It seems there was a 

traveling salesman stopped 

at 
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Walter [Mortimer) Crak^ 

Box 112 

Meadow, Tem& 

18 March 1944 

„Sarge, I aiti't had a ^ood 



r" 




Riley (Oh Fine!) Daugherty 

Box 2128 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

21 December 1943 

„The tape stretched!" 



John (Gumba) DeNardo 
2839 West Polk Street 
CMeagOt Illinois 
It December 1943 — 
4 January 1945 

gotta gooda cheapit 




J. D. (Jack] Donaldstsa 

32 Holt Street 

Ventura, California 

7 December 1943 

„li you don't like it, step 




MS Mand Avertm 

1^ December J^ifl — 
4 January J9#S 
,,Lct me at '«P 




Edward (CiiflyJ J^boeU 
23 WaiU S^eet 
Maiden, MttssBJchasMi 
30 December 1944 
„Foah kids and still I 
caw't |et io Bahston-" 



Joseph (Polack) Dudmk 
3714 Stickney Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 
1 January 1944 
„There was i\ colored se- 
cond LieutKiaat ■ — J' 




Jerry (The Mick) Dwyer. 
609 Irena Sireei 
Redondo Beach, Caiiforma 
21 December 1943 
^.Requested definition of 
company morale — ,Zero 
point — ^'1" 
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Robert (Noisy) Falls JOtmi 
Crow Agency* Mmi'^t 
5 December 1943 — 
5 J^mi Sm 
„He stock wiik us with only 
oae loot wotkrnf." 




rred 
Route 2 

Franklin, North CaraUm 
26 December 1944 
„Bui Sir! I had already 
seen the show!" 



Alvin (Zebra) Engle 
506 West 5th Street 
Hays, Kansas 
1 January 1944 
Only 23 years to go. (Suf- 
fers from shovel -phobia.) 




Leo (Fiddler] Fixler 
729 Wssgate 

University City. Missouri 
2 December 1943 
Soldier, you should shave 
at ief^t once a lap&t^ 





William A. (Wild Bill) 
Fisher 

4405 Alta Canyada Road 

Lacanada, California 

7 December 1943 — 

4 Jmwiry 1945 

„You caa'i kid me, I've 

been io ttw Dallas Fairl" 




Joseph (ladispeasable] 

Frediani 

Bell, California 

7519 Atlantic Boulevard 

21 December 1943 

His name wasn't ia tike hat. 



George [Sweet littlfe] 

Estate 

Florence, Oregon 

5 December 1943 

„01d Bob filled the wood 

box three times a day." 




Charles 1. (Furniture 
Stacker) Flory 
Route 6 

Chamherdmrg, Pennsyt- 

vania 

26 December 1944 — 

29 June 1945 

,^aw lookit here,Ldoteait I" 
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Santiago T. (Tank Opera- 
tor) Galaz 

Las Crme$^ Wew Me^cim 
26 December 1944 
,,And the ligkts went out in 
Ssraing sq we coulcki't 
make it," 




Chester A. (Tiwlvie ^igrv«] 
Garthwaite 

413 West Main Street 

Platieville, Wisconsin 

18 December 1943 

„I remerabgr Jbim when lie 

■was a^^ chik ^ S^KE^f 

School." 



Everett H- f^'^^^l) 
Frees e 

^722 Thome Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 
12 December 1943 — 
■4 January 1945; 
20 February 194%-^ 
19^ May 1945 
,,Soine of the boys were 
whooping it up 




George S. (Meiticali Rose) 
Garcia 

Bisbee, Arizona 

21 December 1943 — 
23 February 1945 





#M Norm Wiifmn^on 
thive 

Los Angeles, California 
7 December 1943 — - 
4 January 1945 
Physical mastery is my 
specialty." 




Jose F, [Spit-H^^^k&l 

Garza 

412 North Mis$omi 

Weslaco, Texas 

26 December 1944 

„Sgt, to get ypv^ shoes to 

look like ti^% f^tt Iwe to 

work!" 



Robert A. (Diamond) 
Fulierton 
2^25 NE 37th 
Portland, Oregon 
8 December 1943 
„Woiild you care for a %xLa 
of coffee, Cdipxiel?" WOWi 




Rinaldo (The Mighty Atom) 
Garofoli 

307 Grassy Island Avenue 
Jessup, Pennsylvania 
21 December 1944 
At last he looked .doW- C^' 
another man. 
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Clifford L. (Truman) 

Gauvain 

4135 West Green Lea Place 

St. Louis, Missouri 

4 ApHl 19U — 

23 February iHS 

^% clean your Olti&ftfie, 

tiiwi we 11 to ^bow,** 




Walter J. (Der Fuhrer) 

Gehringer 

464 Union Street 

AUentown, Pennsylvtuua 

16 March 1945 — 
26 July 1945 

..Whadya mean? Ya never 
had it so good. Home was 
never like this!" 



VkiG^t [Chief] Goes Ahead 

Box 57 

5 December 1943 
Pryor, Montana 
„I work for Sgt. Garth- 
waite-You can't tfive me no 




Preston N. (Side Burns) 

Grandel 
Route lA 

Winchester, Virginia 
26 April 1944 — 
4 January 2945 
„The first liar ha^'t a 
chance!" 





Reid [RolUng Bedroom) 

Grayson 

Antelope, Montana 

5 December 1943 

,,But I want my cigarettes! 

I'll learn to smoke." 




Kenneth L. (Pappy) 
Hancock 

4410 South 22nd Street 
Omaha, Nebraska 
30 November 1943 
„Things are bad all over, 
even the Gentiles are ha- 
ving &re sales!" 



Axvin pin ^ t^ft) 
.Hanscm 

3300 Minn^iaha Avmite ' 
MinneapoiiSf Miime^Olft 
4 April 1944 

„For you pretty qfdck soon 
I fix him ya?" 




Earl (Jack) Harr 
1010 South 1st Street 
Aberdeen, South Dakota 
2 December 1943 
„And for 17 days and 17 
ni^ts nothing Bd^pjened." 




I 
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Frank W. (Hedgerow) Hart 
Silvertown, Ore^m 
S December 1943 
„Tliere can't be any colored 
boys in Neveremont/' 




William (Silv^ Bome) 
Huggins 

JdlO NE Weidler 
Portland, Oregon 
6 December 1943 
„Wake up Junior and get 
these Morning Reports sig- 
ned!" 



Howard G. (Coal J&^ 
Harris 

44 Morgan Street 
Tonewemdot New York 
6 December 1943 — 
4 January 1945 

„l knew that d Bryant 

was 9. p^i^t^ 




Wallace (The Mouse) 
Hildreth 

600 Lakeview Avenue 
San Francisco, California 
14 February 1944 
Does anyone smeU meat 
bumtng? 





Jonas C. (Robust) Hartsell 
m Duval Street 
Concord, North Corolina 
3 December 1943 — 
1 July 1945 

nl just wired Mamma for 
50 sheets.'' 




William (My Bill) Jackson 

5355 SE 5tst Street 

Portland, Oregon 

6 December 1943 

, ,My broker got a ■ head 

start;* 



Femon E. (Hqrizontal) 
Hairison 

507 Edwards Street 

Brownwood, Texas 

27 November 1943 — 

, ,But Captain, I'm from 

Texas and you need a dis- 

pRleberr 




John (Roselie) Honstein 
3957 NE Garfield Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 
5 December 1943 — 
23 February 1945 
i,This war cost me fifty 
trucks." 
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Harry [DRO] Jcfferies 
Freehold f New Jersey 
26 December 1944 
.,Do you want to know 
anything about rugs?" 



Herman C, (Ordnance] 
Kammauff 

Douglas Avenue, Box 382 

Midland, Maryland 

6 December 1943 

nGet me more ,Road Test" 

si^ns, these are all worn 

put." 




Albert (Radar) Leonetti 
11615 Buckingham Avemte 
Cleveland, Ohio 
26 December 1944 
.J'm not kidding, I'lu se- 
rious now- 1 tell 1|0%1 " 
She's beautifull" 




John (Saucer Eyes] Knight 

640' iih Avenas SoMt 

Glmj^Jih Mmteme: 

S peeemher 19^ 

,iSave som^ chow, Ym gom£ 

io help a gal stake out her 

sheep." 




Labrecque 

1236 Virginia Avenue 

Bronx, New York 

26 December 1944 

He learned about hot cakes 

from Tyson.. 




Paul E. (High Pobt) 

Kuligoski 

210 High Point Avenue 

Weehawken, 
North Carolina 
26 December 1944 — 
; July 1945 

„l tfot it made with my Po- 
ll^" 





William L. (Butterbali) 

Lindt 

Dover, Idaho 

21 December 1943 

,, You're going to hurt my 

feelings if you don't stop 

talking that way." 
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Keong (Tm|-a-luig) Lowe 

1071 Pacific Street 

San Francisco, Califorrda 

20 December 1943 

,,I can't help tow it tastes, 

Lowe marked ^ s^it|p|ifm 

Chinese 1" 



Setsuo [Chief] MatSUO 
Box 44 

Honomu, Hawaii 
26 December 1944 
„And I'll take you with me 
to raise pmeap^ies la Ha- 
waii" 





Frank G, (Tli^VmeeJ 

Lowenstein 

/S6 Maylww Drive 

Scuth Orange, New Jersey 

26 December 1944 

„Soitijily, I'm a Yenkeei" 



Maurice (Irvin| Berlin) 
Markowitz 
46 Edwards Street 
BroMyn, New York 
7 December 1943 
„Yoa gotk kwsw some- 
body!" 





Reid W, (Mother) Martin 

Brumley. Missouri 

26 February 1944 

„Say Mister, do yoa Com- 

pre?" 



JackT' (Mack) McClain 
GmertU Delivery 

Soath Carolina 

15 November 1944 

,,They can take their jeep 

and 1" 





Joseph £. (Blue Ifeee) 

McCarthy 

Route 1 

Four Falls, N. B. CitrHHfe 

26 December 1944 

,,You got a cigateite, Colo- 

neir' 



Joseph Ci (Optimisticj 

Meagher 

Route 1 

Tigard, Oregon 

6 December 1943 

Don't let grass grow under 

your feet until you shave. 
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Adrien E. (Colonel] 

Melancon 

217 Cartier Street 

Manchester, 

New Hampshire 

21 Dec&mher 1943 

ijTwo more weeks in the 

laundry business and I have 

my kouse built." 




Casimir (The Shiin^i 

Miedzwiecki 

5231 Ridge Avenue 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

6 December 1943 — 

4 January 1945 

,,Say, Stranger, did I ever 

tell you tiie story of 



Delbert (Statement'of- 
<^ba2^e&-) Mihulka 
MM mh Street 
Cotumhiis, Nebraska 
27 November 1943 
,,Shoe strings? You'll have 
to get an approval from 
SHAEF!" 




Sieve [Ths l»Uisd«J Mkich 

^56 —^3Td Street 

Richmond, Califorrda 

6 December 1943 

„Hcy Indian, wherc's my 

shot-put?" 





Winfred E. (Boot-Tops) 
Mock 

Roundups Montana 

5 December 1943 

„My Li^er had a scratdied 

liandle^ so I threw it away^**^ 



Hugh B. (Uncle Jackie) 

Mooney 

689 East 124th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 
30 December 1944 
((Grandmother sent it to 
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John A. (Molly j MoHnari 

374 Hearst Avenue 

San Francisco, California 

6 December 1943 

tiOive xne a jeep, trucks are 

im iurahtel" 



Willie C. (The Rebel) Nail 
Biscoe, North Carolina 
30 December 1944 \ 
nWell, I did as much as 
lindt, yoB want a chew?" 





Hary G. (Snftt^et) 

Natchke 
Box 493 

Gettysburg, South Dakota 
1 January 1944 
„And so we collected the 
mercory in a budcet/' 





Joe A, (The ^dwj Neal 
Route 1 

Bluff Cityr Tennessee 
11 December 1943 — 
4 January 1945 
„Can you let me bave 
five?" 




Robert A. (Hie MolcJ 
New bold 
39 Elk Street 
Amsterdam, New York 
26 December 19i4 
„GeimQvm\ Bism. I'll moi- 




Thomas C. (Horsc-thier) 
O'Donbell 

725 Ea^ Ayer Sfyreei 

Ironwoodj Michigan 

21 December 1943 — 

23 Febru^y 1945 

nLet tm tell '^oa what 

Eleanor says." 





Joseph (Yogi) Okarma 
3864 Elsinore Sireei 
Philadelpfua, Penraytn&tiia 
8 March 1944 
„Piper, ITottVe yeUowf ' 




Casirairo (R-R-renteha-ia) 
Ortega 

General Delivery 

Los Ebanas, Texas 

26 April 1943 ^ 

23 February 1945 

He prefers the American 

Arxny. 



Reuben [Don Juan) Ortiz 

443 — 6th Street 

ChlnOf California 

7 December 1943 — 

23 February 1945 

The Jitterbug Undertaker. 




Stanford H. (I»e MaaJ 
Pearlman 

6754 Eidielmd Amm^ 
Cldca^, illMs 
n Dec&nher 1943 
„What do you mean short, 
have you seen Garofoli?" 
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ihomaaB. (Pfdf€®Mr] 

Piper 

154 Monterey Avenm 
Detroit 3, Michigan 
n December 1943 
^That's what gets my gim 

off!" 




Ted (teddy Bear) Pniitt 
555 West Ely Street 
Ontario, Cal^orrda 
7 December 1943 
„ Swimming and finger wa- 
ves just don't mix." 



George H. (Double-or- 
Nothmg) P^B 

572 South WasMngfon 
Street 

Denver, Co/orodo 
6 December 1^ 
„Leave it tm Qj^Sm, VU 
do the taUdng." 




William C. [The Goat) Price 
1532 East 14th Street 
Oakland, California 
21 December 1943 — 
4 January 1945 





J. P. [Trigger] Posey 
Box 7 

Rieseh Texas 
11 May 1944 

i,Oh shuckin's now, I ocdy 
work Here, see Mike." 




George B. (Si^ CaU] 
Qiiinn 

780 Hayes Street 

San Franciscos CaMhmio. 

15 December tHi 

„Well, ah-ah, two more 

weeks and 111 have stakes 

set to Spaing." 



Walter [Commodore} 
PeKT 

62nd md Baseline Ra&i 
Portland, Oregon 
8 December 1943 

I work hard I'll get it 

back." 




Leslie (Lightning) Proctor 
Route 1 

Lockesburg, Arkansas 

26 December 1944 

The man with the „Pip"* 
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William P, [Sinatra] Rancr 
3235 Descanso Drive 
Los Angeles, Californkt 
21 December 1943 — 
29 November 1944 
The Ipana Smile* 




Leon [Round Man] Rejnma 
916 20th SE 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
8 December 1943 
„P-38's, Cameras, Wat- 
ches, Medals? Yeah, I've 
got a barracks bag iuU 
ofW 



Paul J. (Red) Rober«m 
Falls Mills, Virginia 

3 December 1943 — 

4 January 1945 

„0h well, I've been a Pri- 
"vate befeapei" ' 





Alphonso (Hey Soldier] 

Renteria 

103 A North Belmont Street 
Glendale, California 
7 December 1943 
Things are b^lttfintg to 
click, Dick," 



Meade M. (Lcmlslnlle) 

Robinson 

109 Liberty Street 

Apartment 2 

Orlando, Florida 

27 November 1943 

The Top Bunk Terror J alias* 

„The Haircut". 





Victor J. (Cookie) Richtcr 
Route 1 

Flatonia, Texas 

7 December 1943 — 

4 January 1945 

,,^^t would my brtitte 

"the Quar^rfflftster?" 



Joe J. (Little JoeJ Rode- 

wald 
Route 4 

Sedalia, Missouri 

17 December 1943 

„I was with Big Joe all 

day!" 




Dixane (Madithon) Rogers 
J2;6Vs Wiiliamson Street 
Madison, Wisconsin 

12 December 1943 

,,Well it is thirteen stories 

undergroundi" 
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Joe S. (Big Joe) Saddoris 

2808 Van Buren 

Amarillo, Texas 

5 J anuary 1945 

..I was with Little Joe all 

day." 




Charles R. (The Horn] 

Schlossberg 

304 Union Street 

Bluefield, West Virgima 

14 December 1943 — 

4 January 194$ 

„Tbree to oae, you don't 

^et it back/* 



Clarence (Dutch) Ruiter 
Route 1 

Chicago Heights, Illinois 
30 March 1944 
„Twist toy arm, I'll go back 
to HalW" 




Morris P. [Big Deal) Savoy 
125 West 12th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 
30 December 1944 
„l don't operate for 
pearaits." 





Joseph W, (MM Wwtm) 

Santora 

17 Maple Street 

^4 ^ecemher S944 

iiJust ask or me, we 
^ot it for a small sum, say- 
inill franc." 




Peter J. (Sjnitty) Sctaitt 
842 Fremont Avema 
St Pout, Minmsate 

1 January 1944 

King of the Lister Bag. 



Richard (The Homl) 

Ruscigno 

303 Post Street 

San Jose, California 

20 December 1943 

mNo sir! I'jsx not ia the 

pliimbm^ fiHsiQ^s a&^^ 

morel" 




Sacramento, CcMortdtt 

M Decmaher 1943 

„1 vrant to take a bath toor' 




22 




Marion (^^i^-stew) 
Simpson 

808 South nth Street 
Temple, Texas 
2 December 1943 

H.They had no rations, 
I got 20 rolls of film." 



but 



Douglas £. (Qmnky) Spinks 

Rusk, Texas 

3 December M3 — 

13 January 1945 

„I Imow where you ean g«t 

it for 18 francs." 





Americo E. (Guinea) 

Solazzi 

40 Conn Street 
Woburn, Massachusetts 
17 March 1945 
As unpir^ ^o, he*8 a awell 



Hubert W. (OldLiI) Starns 

301 St, Joseph Street 

Columbia, Misscmi 

1 January 1944 

„MP — Please lei tm stfty 

in your jail-" 





Leo (The Lion) Stoll 
136 Caiagban, Avenue 
San Antonio, Texas 
8 April 1944 
„The singing Pugilist." 



Leonard H. (Autrey) Stein 

Route 1 

Fay, Oklahoma 

26 December 1944 

He brou|ht the Wild West 

t0 





Jenninis 1^ 

StUtnef 

Rontei 

Grundy^ Vir^Ria 
17 March i945 

„0. K. this time, but dbn^ 
let Benet talk me into 
again/' 



947 nm Street 
PacfficPtdisades,Califomia 
21 December 1943 — 

14 June^ 1945 

„Lana is really not what 
you think/' 
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Ned C. [The Brow) Titus 
Route 5 

Warsaw, Indiana 

20 December 1943 

„I won't go home until you 

play , Green Eyes*." 



Roberto E, (Senor] Torres 

323 East Nevada Street 

Ontario, California 

7 December 1943 

„l didn't do it-it was that 

ute guy." 




Harvey T. (Porky) Trippei 

101 Poplar Street 

Carbondale^ lllinms 

20 December iM^ 

„l can't Mf H, lo^ at the 

duty rosttar^'* 




Wilmer (Tonte Suite) 

Tuttle 

632 Oaklawn Street 
Malvern, Arkansas 
27 November 1943 
,,Say. how about me ^oing 
to ordnance with Kam- 
mauff ? " 




Donald W, (li]n;e%-^e 
Point] Tyler 
105 East 41st Street 
Vancouver, Washington 
27 November 1943 
„Wherc are the Latrines in 
these Paris Hotels?" 
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Virchow 

8 Midvale Road 
West Roxbury, Massachu- 
setts 

10 December 1943 
„Butzbach to Sinzig to It- 
:teiibach on a bicycle, Oh 
mj achtog bftckl" 




Haixy A. (Fireman) 
Wdllnder 

820 North Broafyn:^ 

Lombard, lUinds 

12 December 1943 — 

4 January 1945 

„Now listen to 'dis fellasr 



:E<iwrd ^ (Spid^j Webb 
Altii V^Ct limm 
27 November S94S 
i3eats the H™otrt of me, 
why should I work with 
Maggie on the payroll?" 




Harvey W. (Coke) 
Wcstfall 

5718 Cimarron 

Los Angeles, California 

8 December 19i3 

„rn tell you when potatoes 

lea've this kitchen." 





James D. (8-Ball) White 
Dorothy, W^st YirgMa 
2S February 1944 
,,What you laughin' at 8- 
Ball? Did you say some- 
thing funny?" 




W.Ross IW^I^ WiUdasoQ 
7/5 North Meah 
Glendive, Idaho 
20 December 1943 
,,608? No we couldn't find 
them, but oh that Parisl" 



Roger D. (The Lodger) 
Williams 

2423 Lombard Avenue 
Everett, Washington 
27 November 1943 — 
29 June 1945 
„Now take, for example, 
■ibs red tape in tins army*" 




Alvin R, [Baldy] Wright 

206 East 9th Street 

Tracy, California 

6 December 1943 

2:30 AM: --„Do you folks 

mind if I shave?" 
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John R, Adams \ 
Cambridge, Mass 
14 December J943 

29 March 1944 

Lester Barber 
373 W. Ut Street 
Elmira, New York 

n Hay im 
n Jtily 1944 

Joseph H. Beauchene 
JSJS E eth Street 
Spokane, Washingion 

20 December 1943 
28 Jtmuarjf 1944 

Russell F. Bertschin^ftf 
6263 Helen Avenue 
D0r^it* Michigan 
M'SmmheT mi 
M J&mea^ 1S0 

Edwin W, Bland ' 
i061 Parsons Metmi 
Columbus, OkifX 

30 November 194^ 
26 April 1944 

Ray Boots 
907 W. Reed Street 
Moherly, Missouri 
ao J)ec0mher 1943 
W My 1944 

Walter L. Briggs 
2327 Alabama, Box 146 
Los Nietos, California 
7 December 1943 
n Janmry 19-44 

Ralf E. Conrad 
746^ Hollywood Blv^ 
Los Angdes, Co/ifornsB 

21 December 1943 
28 January 1944 , 

Daniel L, Curatola 
941 Laufer Avenns 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 

Joyce E, Curtm 

Seymour, California 
7 January 1944 
14 January 1944 

Henry De Brown 
SOQ S. Leaviii Street 
Chicago, Illinois 

iLoi^ Good Luck 
QtOW Agency, Montma 
5 tlitcember 1944 

31 January 1944 

Olefcoa E. Gray 
Route i 

Pe^^09e, No. CarQlina 
4 Mget^e^ J943 



Winsion GreenwcU 
230 E. 3rd' South 
Salt Lake Ciiy, Viah 
28 February 1944 
3? April 19H 



Durham D. Hail 
3553 N E Sandy 
P&rilend, Ore^^- 
19 December J» 
4 J^v^uarst 1944 




Jacob J, (Honest Jake] 

Zinkevcz 

1713 2nd Street 

Wausaa, Wisconmn 

15 January S$44 ^ 

29 July 1945 

„Time ior jtast one more 
hand! ,1 am Jesus' Little 



Stanley J, Flichta 
1144 Maple Street 
Wyandotte, Michigan 
M MffFRh MU 
itApi^ 19*4 

Phillip E. Farasko 

26 December 1944 

29 Janaary 1945 

George J. Roberte- 
500 Oak Street 
C'^nmbus, Ohio 
n March 1945 
4 AprU ms 

Kenneth L, RobblHS 
Osceola, Iowa 

27 November 1943 

30 March 1944 



John P. Halavonich 
276 Marshall Street 
Bemeood, W. Virginia 

Forest W, Hay w 
4477 Mpnroe Street 

TohdOj, Ohm 

i Jmrnwry 194$ 
S4Jei^ry i94i 



Joseph Longman 

157 W WcyzslQ Street 

Sf. Pcui, Minnesota 

S Dec^mker iSt0 
^ J'ttnttat^ 1944 



Louis P. Lopresto 
Seals Avenue 
Long Beach, Mississippi 
26 Dee-ember 1944 
S9 Jcmutwy 1945 



Richard G. Sequin 

622 Wcsfmounf Driv^ 

West Bollywood, Caliiornia 

7 December 1943 
25 February 1944 

Binom H. Smith 
Mt Ida, Arkansas 
21 March 1944 

8 April 1944 

Edward J. Spurlock 
Sfickney, Wesi Virginsa^ 
28 Februstry 1944 
17 My 1344 



Vicente G. Herrera 
723 S. Fremont Avenue 
Tucson, Arizona 
21 December 1943 

11 May im 

78/Jf S. Avalon Averm» 

Chicago, Illinois 

12 December 1943 
18 February 1944 

Clarence B. Hodge 
Route 1 

Bottineau, North Dak&ia 
28 February 1944 
21 March 1944 



William L Hodge 
YuTTia, Tennessee 
36 April 1944 

I M^y' im 

Kay Jew 

277 JV Lake Avenue 
Pasadena, California 
7 December 1943 

II March 1944 

John E. Keane 

468'!s Swissvale Avenue 

Wilkinsbargi Pennsylvania 

31 January 1944 

18 Febrttary 1944 



Irving J. Malbin 
1230 Teller Avenae 
Bronx, New York 
30 December 1944 

Edward A, Massey 
315 E. King Street 
Orlando. Florida 
6 December 1943 
%$ Afr^ t944 

Joseph P. Ma^«fi 
7201 Fay Avenue 

La Jolta, Californin 
4 December 1943 
28 January 1944 



Henry Moody 
Childersburg, Alabama 
12 May 1944 



Frank A. Myers 
301 N Birch Street 
Ottumwa, Iowa 

4 April 1944 
17 Ja^ 1944 

Lavern R. Nieman 
Shell Rock. Iowa 
28 February 1944 

5 April 1944 



James V, Surber 

225 Mar Vista Avenue 

M Mm&ry 044 

Warred Walker 
606 E 19ih Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
15 December 1943 
26 April 1944 

Theodore E. Ward 
4236 Marlborough 
San Diego, California- 
m March 1944 
m Manh 1944 

Charles O. Whitaker 
658 Ei Morado Court 
Ontario, California 
7 December 1943 

Sax 43 
Elko, Nevada 
21 December 1943 
17 July 1944 

'tkaodi3)r& Woloszyn 
Ijt44S Ave N, 
Chicago. Illinois 
28 February 1944 
17 July 1944 



Cedell Lewis 
HFD 4 

Europa, Mississippi 
14 February 1944 



William C. Parker 
7 So 2nd Street 
DuQuensBt Pennsylvania 
26 December 1944 



Russell A. Williams 
^mie 1 

WUliamsburg, VirgirUa 



William C.Libby 

4519 No. St. Louis Avenue 

Chicago, Illinois 

6 December 1943 

25 February 1944 



John Pivovarotf 

3751 E Princeton Street 

Los Angeles^ Califvfnia 

28 February 1944 

5 April 1944 



Rocco F. Zaino 
125 N Front Street 
Farmingdale, Long fjij^^i -'j^ 
26 December 1944 
39 Jtmaeffy 1945 
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FORT WARREN 

or: fjrheyll never draft me!" 

(FamxatM loMi Wordt) 



Through that inexplicable mecbanisnii eaOe^ ffdiEKaa^% 
the War Department started things rolling witfi the orders 

you see on the frontispiece. There were innumerable in- 
dorsements starting in Washington, through Seventh Ser- 
vice Command in Omaha, Fort Warren, and finally to the 
Orderly Room in building 341. As the papers hit the desk, 
it was to become the mailing address for many oE us who 
were blissfully unaware for what the future had in store. 

Captain Rowntree was the first to make the change, fol- 
lowed by the five officers and the cadre, The officers were 
recent graduates of OCS, while the cadre were corporals 
and sergeants from other companies, who were to act as 
■our instructors during the training period. It was assumed 
that by their army experience, they could best do the job of 
■converting us from civilians to numbers on the Morning 




ARRIVAL: Tfie Texans mow the snow and had 
fo be coaxed Qut of the cars. 



While we were still arriving in little groups, the cadre 
had beds assigned, and had begun the task of teaching us 
the difference between our left and right foot. They also 
imparted some other little intuitional gems in our green 
heads, the first and foremost was a respect for the penalty 
for not saluting the staff cars that were always roaming 
around, usually empty. We also tapped their vast store of 
knowledge and esp^ence to locate the b^te ^ots 
in Cheyenne* 



Puring the first few weeks, there was little to do while 
waiting for the rest of the men to arrive and for Texas to 
decide which of their loyal sons they could spare; but the 
cadre had the time well planned for their amusement at 
our expense. There were many little things to be learned 
with much concentration and effort that came as second 
nature to the old timers. First was conditioning ourselves 
not to hear when Sgt. Vary went up and down the aisle, 
sometime in the middle of the night, chanting, „612th, time 
to get 612th", to some tuneless ditty* By the time the 
fellows had taken the hint that one has to get up when 
called in ordn to figure out which was left and right on 
Utah usually having to put them on twice. There 

was a mad scramble for .the dppf m order tp iniike feve^le 
formation, with much blood aiid "halr^' oti fe-'lraflie to tile- 
delight of the First Sergeant. 

The First Sergeant kept an interesting diary, affectiona- 
tely called, i,Duty Roster". It was to become master of our 
every waking hour, and part of our sleeping hours. In the 
Duty Roster were to be found the cold facts about just who 
had last done KP, Fireman, and Room Orderly; later, 
Guard Duty was added. 

Kitchen Police qao^isted o£ bemg wakened at some 
tinearthly hot^ axtd de^^y staggering over io'tfie kiidieQ. Tlie 
only advantage m getting there first was ^lat the first maa 
held the option on being fireman of the cooMng ranges and 
WfLteir hraterSj considered the best job o! the group. 
comers were put to setting the tables, serving chow on the 
„line'*, and washing the dishes. Between meals, one of the 
cooks would keep and eye on the door to prevent our 
escaping to rdative cqxafort of the barracksi and try to 




KF: ..Setting tables, seroing meals, wM^^B^ 
dishes .pots and pans'; in generat, AftBA*^ 
keeping on a It^ge tcaU" 
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keep us at such tasks as peeling potatoes [a three meal a day 
necessity), cleaning the pots and pans, and in general, regu- 
lar housekeeping on a large scale. 

Fireman was somewhat an easier job, but the dirt and 
hours made it not so appealing. Many of the Californians 
had never seen coal before, and a pot belly stove was 
strictly something from out of this world. In anticipation, 
the army had a school set up and in practically no time at 
all, made air conditioning experts from those who volun' 
teered. It meant staying up eight hours at a stretch, making 
the rounds to some twenty of the hungry things, feeding 
them with a peanut sized coal scuttle; trying to hold off 
Wyoming's winter winds with crumby coal. 

By far the best job was that of the Room Orderly. His 
task consisted of sweeping the whole building in the morn- 
ing and afternoon, watching over the men's nersorial be- 
longings while they were gone, ^Itt^it f^mXtep^Bt mit 
of sight as much a^ possible. 

Seeing th$i i|be around the building was free of 

cigarettes* mayb^f mch. was also om of the £'irst 
Sergeant's tn fte army, it is called ,^pblicjsg Txp l&e 

area", and the expression has grown so that to pick up or 
get anything is to „police it up". At any rate, most every 
morning we were out making the rounds of the locale snip- 
ing all that didn't grow^ or was too heavy to move, After 
lining us up and enthusiastically explaining what he wanted 
in the line of a police of the area, he would say, „Go and get 
*em, and all I want to see is derrieres and elbows!" Someone 
spoke a proverb when he said, „If it moves salute it; if it 
doesn't move, pick it up; and if you can't move it, paint it!" 

The sunrise about eight in the morning caught us during 
drill period. One particularly clear morning, Sgt. Vary 
halted bis platoon and said, „Boys, look at that sunrise. It's 
the only thing artmtid liete "worth a dEram ** tie «ra^*i kid- 
ding, it was really a beautiful sight. 

Our first payday left us all scratching our collective 
heads in wondering amazement as we tried to make the 
ends meet and face the lean months ahead- Lt. Clack talked 
us into a membership to the Red Cross; it meant another 
weekend of staying around camp and fraternizing with the 
boys, as an average pay of twenty dollars just didn't buy 
many $ 5.50 bottles of sparkling burgundy, as Quinn found 
out, Christmas 1943 found some of us on guard, and Jack- 
son homesick for a look at his daughter, Patricia Lu, born 
16 December 1943. Phone calls home conJimed d^T ^lfi|ES5t 
that the telephone was here to stay, 

The delegates were all assembled by the first of the 
aijd we set ourselves to becpniing some semblance of 




as 



classes on army organization, drill, calisthenicSi more clas- 
ses, and some field hikes to study such things as tank traps 
and the best way to wear a field pack. Some of the subjects-- 
were put across with the aid of movies, but at that stage of: 
the game, they were pretty well out of date; so we all learn- 
ed to sleep, or ponder the probabilities of Donald Duck: 
coming out, ins^e^ ll£ m0- #E0£6 ICBiQ^jl filiSEi^ on 
camouflage. 

The rifl^ f&nge and it's prerequisite classes on nomen- 
clature of those museum pieces we used was somewhat of 
a revelation to most of us. As hunters, we thought we were- 

well acquainted with a gun if we knew which end the shell 
went in and which was the business end. As usual, the 
army changed all oi this, starting with the name. At home 
you could be perfectly well understood calling it a gun, but 
in the army, they would pretend tfee^ #i^'t nnd^Stand if., 
it wasn't called a rifle or piece. 




RIFLE flAJVG£: „The contortions ike 



After learning the name of every nut, bolt and piece^, 
with endless hours of looking down the sights at an imagi- 
nary foe, and firing imaginary bullets by the dozen, the 
sound of the first shell just about deafened us. The report 
itself was enough to give a man the jitters, but that and the 
contortions the army insisted on us going through while firing; 
was all it took for those sadists behind the. targets to fre- 
quently tm^ i^jitttisr *m ti# ^sii a^fti^fiately aajned red. 
flag. 

The night before the big event in which we were all to 
prove our qualities as marksmen, a pep talk was held to 
imbue in us the desire to qualify as expert riflemen. For 
the next month, all went around enthusiastically interjec- 
ting into the conversation, Let's see the hands of all those 
who are going to qualify as expe^i% ifeg ua^mini".. 
Clack had coined an expression. 

Things started off rather dull when we were aroused an. 
hour early on a Sunday morning, our only day off. By the 
light of an eclipsed moon we made our way through the cold 
morning to the rifle range, and built forbidden fires in the 
hopes of getting warm enough to re-create the drousy feeling; 



Th^ company came through with flying colors, with 
First Sergeant Williams making the highest score through 
the combined efforts of all those yet to make a rating, and 

a case of ammunition. The rumor has it that some of the 
scores were brought to the qualifying Tninimum with the aid 
of a npencil, caliber 30", bitt we all ina4e l^ade, and 
were completely in. 

The inBltration course was the army's attempt to give us 
some experience at actual combat conditions. We were to 
-crawl the length of a field between the relative safety of two 
trenches while several carefidly watched machine guns fired 
abgu! two feet above the ground, We sweated out Bristow^s 
bid feet stickiag up loo far; but when he started, they left a 
regular furrow, so we got down in it and crawled behind 
him, passing completely under several disinterested snakes- 
Those following Grayson were a trifle disappointed when 
he led them past a mine loaded with a small charge. It went 
off just after he passed, spraying all his trusting followers 
iri^ a. lol of all, mnd and slu^y snow^ 




WFllTRATION COURSE^ X^r^Mly watched macMnt 
guns fired about two feet abooe ground. 



The obstfikcle yf9^ ^ «n&y's atiranpt to protect 

^'i vanitf and Ltve tm to ^ ^^tment posters showing how 
tn^ed it could make a man. There is no doubt that it 
wouldn't make a man or two, but it didn't pay off if you 
consider the casualties we suff^^d the first try. ,,Line of 
Duty but not elgible for the Purple Heart" were Higgins, 
with a broken heel; Trippel, with a banged knee; Block with 
a turned ankle; and one hundred and twenty men who were 
ready to surrender to anyone who coflld do the COUI^ m 
five minutes flat and talk German. 

Hic weekly injections we received made a woeful tale 
In itself. Practically every week, and twice before paydays, 
-wc went before a snarling gang of Medics who stood looking 
like the forward line of Bumian's football team. They 
were armed with syringes the size of grease guns, some of 
which were even pneumatically driven. The needles came 
in all sizes and shapes and each ^roup that came out, before 
we went in, would tell of new ones that they had thought up 
since our last visit. Their stories included the addition of 
such innovations as square ones, corkscrews, one three feet 
long with a backward thread, and one with an outboard 
motor on it. Part of the gan^ hummed merrily as it honed 
the needles for the next customer, and there was one half- 
back on the end of the line armed witil a pair of tongs to 
remove the stub of broken needles. 




,r. . . an do you kxusW that poor C^plain ItHsa'f had m 

prdmotlcm in two years 1" 
^Takt yer card to th' Chaplam!'', was ifte only solicBiad* 
to be rectUied a/<«r tM^ging the Matt" to a fmllom KP, 



After basic training, we started all over and called it tech- 
nical training. , We were divided into groups, each going to 
different schools to tmleam all that we had acquired in 
civilian expvnience, aad started from the beginning, the 

Tlie EIriyers were each issued an army driver's license^ 
and th^ cardered to march to their class twice a day across 
some im^^Ored territory and through blizzards that often 
tied up Uhe Pony Express. Later on, it paid off with them 
taking trips in convoys to such scenic places as Pofe 
taaij Guernsey, Wymning; and Sidney, Nebraska* 




Dm^E&S SCHOOL: ..Joe! Take tht frwit 
wheels out of reverse." 
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to and ad^ two and two i& i»e different way6 io ii^t&e 
a Morning Report come out right. There is some talk that 
Huggins and Freese were cutting stencils iot the examina- 
tions in one room, and taking the tests with the class in 
another, A new instructor made his way into their hearts 
by coming out the first day with some new and better jokes, 
and the class soon became a clearing house for some of Joe 
MiU^'fi castoffa. 

TheDraftsmen and Surveyors had their own little f^cket 
in which they were given to know that there were two ends 
to an army pencil, and the usual practice was to start on 
one end with a knife in order to make it so it would write. 
After a week's practice with the ..Standard Operating Pro- 
cedure" on pencil sharpening, they were presented with 
a piece of paper. Everything stopped as Rogers and Dau- 
gherty got into a Hangman duel. Garthwaite and Pens came 
back with some disheartening news. A full week's effort 
had netted the fact that there were 114 acres in the parade 
grounds. By this time, wc had memorized every square foot 
of it, and could map it better from memory than they could 

Bristow had his ^^kdol in which they succeeded in im- 
pressing him with the fact that no one outside of Ordnance 
Companies must try to disassemble an army rifle. He would 
then come back and spend his evenings replacing the parts 
that the more curious had had left over when ^eyreassonbled 
their rifles, 

Brandt sealed his fate when he went to Buglers" School. 
With complete indifference to the water and plugs he would 
find in his bugle each morning, he managed to get mRow, 
Row, Row, Your Boat" and a diploma from school. His 
first concert for the company was a complete sell out at 
which we were all to hear hira play for a retreat for- 
mation, A fellow classmate across the road with a slightly 
off tune trumpet completely loused up the performance, and 
we all blushed and tried not to laugh as he battled for the 
proper key, Brandt gave a recital of calis lOF US th^ 
following evening, the last we hoped we'd hear. 

While all this was going on, the rest of the men v/ere 
learning how to operate cemeteries, our primary function. 
The company officers and cadre gave us classes on every- 
thing from the size of graves and types of dirt to identifi- 
cation of Japanese aircraft. Not to infer that any of this 
was s^^rStiouti, tet alt^ di^ Mr raid id l^e ETO it 



hf&aas^- apparent th^ in dtd^ % H foxhole like the 

hook says, on« mm^ l^ve So&e nM. of light to read 
the directions on soil types; and an instrument to measure 
the depth, area of fire, and relative visibility from 10,000 
feet. 

One of the highlights of training was a trip to Denver to 
watch an autopsy and a taste of convoy driving. The morn- 
ing came in with a fog that made San Franciscians home- 
sick, and went out with sub zero temperatures. We crawled 
forth measuring the distance between vehicles, and in 
general, keeping things moving, , .according to the book". We 
took another lesson from the old army men in learning how 
to smoke without revealing our position to the enemy and 
those interested in preserving the sanctity of the Articles of 
War that stale that there shall be no smoking in the rear 
of GI trucks. Autopsies were somewhat oi a novelty tp- 
most of us, and we found the ceiling lat more iat^^sfi^i^ 
with discussions of politics receiving an amazing participa- 
tion. One or two turned slightly green and a certauoi suo'- 

geon's soil passed out, slidi^ dowa the door imak Wsa a. 

firemaa j^Qsiff^^^ as ahum 

Om i^eidBg we took to the fields for some more battle 
cdadStlomfig. After usual gas and air raid alarms, things 
were going according to schedule when we were set upon 
by bandits firing blanks, and in general, causing considerable 
unrest. We don't know whether they ran out of ammunition, 
were captured, or took off on furlough; but they missed a 
darn good chance to capture one company complete, because 
all we had in line of defense was two flashlights and a 
compass. After the raid blew over, we found that the map 
didn't agree with the compass, which in turn didn't agree 
with the little signs marking the course. We were ,Jost", 
and were forced to discard all this navigational equipment 
in favor of some Texas intuition to get us back to civili- 
zation. Of course, the fact that we were never out of sight 
of the Fort was of minor importance, because we were lost. 
Divine Providence and a trail of beer bottle caps led us 
to the PX, from which we could find our way blindfolded. 
CUmer shpwed he had learned soinething in his month m 
1}ie aMiP % t^i^ Li A^smm carrying his |>a:^ 

As trtdaii^ neatted ma md^ iht p^ms^ "tibat h&^ti^. 
to worry for fear m& "Vfwdill^ iept£Ls^Gu»4ii^r 
and evening classes ihs^uted. „^ast aadther word, 
on censorship" became a byword as Lt. Clack would add an 
extra half hour telling us just what wouldn't be said once 
the enemy turned it's ears on our every written word. 

Our final examination was in the form of a field problem. 
One snowy Saturday morning, we set off to fight the Battle 
of Crow Creek to the bitter end. It was all of bitter, and 
so far as we know, it never ended; as the thing was called 




-when the inspectors decided that they could best judge our 
qualities over a hot cup of coffee rather than on a snow 
blown hillside in zero weather. They did linger long enough 
to see us set up a cemetery, bring in , .bodies", have a gas 
attack, and be ever on the watch for booby traps. We would 
have set up tank traps and dug foxholes, but the earth was 
too hard to even drive a nail for a corner mark. Crow Creek 
must be the most fough over creek in history^ as every unit 
that came out of Fort Warren had to put on a battle, 
any one of which would put our Indian fighting aacestcH:? 
to shame when it comes to looking for booby traps and 
xestrainizLg the infonnation we put in our letters. 







FURLOUGHS: Pipsr with a tbrse foot ticket to 
sei^en days of heedom; before the parade. 



REX: barhSi^ iadieated a cbfilian in ths ana. 



One bright morning, there appeared a little table in fro^ 
oi the orderly room, and Rex's indicated Hiat &0t» 

was a dvlian somewhere near. Its^ coming o{ fbi^ Uttfon 
Pad£c man had been heralded by many rumors, but we 
"were indeed happy to see him in person, because it meant 
we were getting furloughs, or at least they would let 
us see the tickets. We were still trying to End a simple 
way to fold the five feet of ticket it apparently took to get 
back to civilization when the First Sergeant told us of a 
Center Parade. He read off the uniform of the day, ending 
with wool ODs, blouses, and overcoats- One slightly un- 
happy soul noted the sun shining brightly and asked if 
we would take foot lockers; that being the only piece of 
-equipment he had failed to read off. First Sergeants aren't 
accustomed to such levity, and this one y/aa no. ^a^Cj^tion 
when he failed to get the joke. We pjpes^sted a gi«^iliar 
as ve liaed up in wool OPst bloc^eit ft&dWefeoftts 
T«th om foot lockers m otir sliiMiMers* 

The Captain got the inspiration that we should be the 
■only company to pass the reviewing stand to the stirring 
beat of a field drum, so one was produced from the depths 
of the supply room. George ,,I can master anything in a 
lialf hour" Pens, talked them into letting him do the drum- 
ming by relating his past exjperieaces with Goldman and 
Sousa; and in a hslf hour Was putH&g ^ a preUy good 
street beat, on the wrong foot- 

The little Major with the helmet five sizes too large must 
have known that we had our furlough tickets in our pockets, 
because he took twice as long as usual to get us lined up 
for the parade, and it seemed forever under those overcoats 
before he sang out the orders of the day and started the 



The officers proudly marched past the reviewing stand 
airily in s;tep to Georgela druinming. The Br^ rank kept 
in ^ep with the officers, wMe &e omer six Chdusand of us 
concentrated our efforts on dodging the rabbit holes, picking 
up dropped helmets, dice, knives, and rifle parts. ITie day 
had been a scorcher and we were well aware that even an 
undershirt was too much to be wearing in that snnshinei 
much less overcoats and ^^ofaftfaly overshoes, weW sffl 
trying to forget, 

Th& ftifloughs were seven days according to the papers, 
but it seemed like seven hours until we were confronted by 
the MPs at the gate and were given that longing look that 
one sees each time he displays his furlough papers. Tuttle 
stayed back to pace the floor over the coming of a daughter, 
Shirley Ann, on the Uth April 1944. All too soon we 
were back in the old grind and the outlook wasn't too good. 
The spirit was definitely improved, and the company began 
to show some character, FOE became a subject of conver- 
sation and rumors, and we began to wonder if we could 
work that ache from the calisthenics into gangplank fever 
or siaH«al«^ Hc^ 

We found ourselves with considerable time on our hands, 
and apparently caught the army with nothing for us to do, 
so we mustered as much military bearing as we could and 
took off for the school building where we ,, listened" to 
classes. There were frequent examinations, the holders of 
the lowest scores designating themselves to volunteer for 
the details that came over from the orderly room. Some of 
the ones to flunk out were the loudest snorers, or other 
disturbers. There were many training films that started in 
the morning and ran until someone woke up to the fact that 
it was Itm^ l^e;. Of course, the calisthentics and drill 
went oa as ms&h m perhaps a little imusual as we taught 
^ T^as l^ll msmi wto, alt ov^ aiato. 
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DRILL: ,f. . . and we had to teach the 
men htm Ttxaa that holt tmeM 'ufhooj'" 



As we sang blues to Mike ui #e hopes of promoting 
pother set of shoelaces, it became a|#itfent that there Ima 
Iseen some changes. Things hecaM© Mrd to get, the 
excuse that they had been packed away or turned in becom- 
ing more common. Interesting eases marked ,,T.A.T." came to 
the supply room daily, and the rumors kept growing bigger 
and better with time and experience- Little words on Cen- 
sorship" became more plentiful and boring, and the day 
room became a clearmg house for the rumors that came 
back from the guys stenciling boxes or someone who had 
seen some secret orders. They felt under out arms, gave us 
some ^ijQ^ msd iMfoaotmced us fit for ov^seas tew^ 

There was a last day of counting everything from knives 
to mattresses and much figuring in fudge factors as we tried 
to balance the number of pillows the &LJ^ ha^. pBi away in 
tiie anticipation of a long train ride. 




P. 0. E. FEVER: Bvery day, new ramors 
from the gayg titticUUng ad4r6S»es and 
jJ,A.r" on ho^9. 



As was to become all too habitual, we started off for tl 
train in a downpour, and said goodbye to Rex, who was ou 
mimbered by the Articles of War that said ,fNo" to mas/^ 
and pets. The last acts at Fort Warren were to throw Se 
geant Williams' car keys to the chaplain, and wave goodlr 
to Mrs. Garthwaite who had a place in our hearts for'tl 
hospitality she had shown with hot coffee for a dozen fro 
a six cup percolator after a cold morning's surveying. 
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RO,E. 



or; „Wsll, at least Vll never go overseasr anon. 



The porters on our troop train were as close-mouthed" 
as clams with lockjaw when it came to getting information 
on our destination. The first maneuver all of us tried was 
to get one porter off in a corner, slip him a quarter, and 
hopefully wait for a fountain of information to burst forth. 
After having this repeated some thirty times, they got their 
heads together and made up a porter's eye view of a Cook's 
Tour for us. The most concrete information we could get 
was that we were headed for Denver, so the geographical 
wizards got to confering with the maps, and all was as 
tmdedded as before. By this time we were entertainirig 
ourselvi^ with rumors, which increased hourly in accuracy 
as we narrowed down the possible turn offs. It looked like 
we were headed for the east coast, but even those holding 
bets sm U weren't tpo ^sire hem wb&t Ihey had the 
rotjte sotne troop irata tate. 

We all sat back with our minds relieved of one thing . . . 
upon leaving Fort Warren, we left all the mspections and 
such behind, and could relax back into our ^I^^JSM 'foftHts 
doing as little soldiering as was necessary. 

The buhble silently burst, as Sgt, Garthwaite came 
trough wantmg all the letterheads and anything we might 
have with ns, referring to Fort Warren. We were just as 
Imppy to get rid of all references to the place, but then 
Sgt. Williams came through picking KPs and guards. We 
weren't heroes being sent out in glory from the homeland, 
we were on guard and KP and were slipping out unnoticed. 

One- €img that 1bi9|p<e^^ Tfe^ve our spirits was the 
appearance of Rex m^kinf a l^mr oi the aisles Igoking for 
his berth, closely foQow^ % the Capiat, «^t^EUP^ 
our faces for %s ir^t sjgn ^ Pldp^ Mm 1^9^ wlQi ^ 
hig as life, and there w£ts little that could he dbhe about 
it now. 

The cars resembled a safe from the outside, but the in- 
side exceeded our expecta^mis by quite a bit- The windows 
were large, there was foot room aplenty, and the bimks were 
far more comfortable than those wc left hebind. They were 
built in a very businesslike manner, with no space wastedi 
e^^n to the triple deck bunks. On front was a box car in 
which Yfe hM our kitchen ^ui^^i It was equipjped with 
two ingenious gas stoVies to do the cooking, and alt 

the necessary rations for some good eating. 

One man was elected from each car to help serve the 
food, bringing it on paper plates to our places in the cars. 
There were volunteers for KP, and we began to notice that 
they appeared particularly well fed. It seems they had an 
angle to eat both beiore, and a^ter serving, so were getting 
at the i-a^dtis tivic& 

The biggest problem was the fact that the army didn't 
realize that a midnight snack was a necessity, as much as 
guard and inspections. The mounting quantities of food pur- 
loined from the kitchen and increasing surveliance by the 
guards and cooks found us in Buffalo about midnight with 
hunger enough for a big meal, and nothing in sight to eat. 
One sandwich man ventured forth, and was bought out so 
fast that he was still counting slugs, buttons and Cheyenne 



bus tokens long after the train pulled out. The porters again 
proved their mettle by rounding up replacements on iibe 
sandwiches and even some candy bars and coffee. 

a big recepticm flet !^^t Pennsyimniai 
with people ihe tradis and wft*^^ ItcdEki windows* We 
opened our win£»ws and waved hadk, ^en slumped back 

into our gloom to scrutinize the countryside for familar faces 
and bits of scenery. Card games, rumors and small talk 
provided the only dhiersion from the panorama of passing 
scenery. 

The train pa];^ied ttt th^ midc^e til BuK^d^s Bay, and 
then proceeded at^oss cranberry bogs to stop in iniddle 
of a large field vri^ no sign of a reception committee or caro!- 
zation of any sort. We picked up our packs, coats, helmets, 
rifles, and lined up for what was to be the longest walk; one 
that we'll never forget. We walked five miles to the new 
barracks at Camp Edwards, Massachusetts, with the weight 
of our packs increasing with each step. We got off the train 
about four in the afternoon and walked some three hours to 
the barracks, so it was about nine in the evening, after cold 
showers and some house cleaning, before we managed to 
scrape up enough cans of salmon, and coffee, and for 
first time in the army were told to take all we wanted. 

There were more and better shots, and the POE fever 
became somewhat of an epidemic. They felt under our arms 
to see if we were still warm, and we were set for the Port 
assured of our physical well %)#n^ 




P. 0. E. EXAMS: 
Mmiie: ..How do yoa feet?" 

Vsi .rWelL er, ah; noi ae hutp sir*" 
Media ,Jfextr 
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Life at Carap Edwards was HQ different from Fort War- 
ren, with more classes, ^i^peid:^^ tnd drill. There were 
more „little words on censoraMp", and the Articles oi War 
On desertion were emphasized. We were given priority on 
clothes and equipment such as steel helmets, gas masks^ and 
imsk. new equipment made its appearance. 

Tite evenings were left tb tts and cm ^v^ies, with a Hg 
variety of entertainment. There were ft^a!lres, post ex- 
changes, and about three square miles of sand to explore 
ior treasure or some easy way to hr^ik a leg in a hurry. 

Company spirit began to show up a^ain as wc put on a 
"big beer party in the mess hall. The PX sold the brew in 
pitchers, and we had to start a regular bucket brigade to 
maintain the supply. The boys who were spearheading the 
attack on the bar aroused considerable curiosity from the 
others who wondered how they were emptying five pitchers 

every mUniteor tvra^ 

With the last quart of vaccine shot into our veins and a 
-word on censorship, we set off one fo^y morning for the 



train. Rex hopefully paced us, and seemed to understand 
that each was wondering how to put wheels under the packs 
we were capn^iog. If it tiye i^iles into U>at ca£^ the 
hike bac^ id n» trffi^i was twice und^ ^ added 
of all mm e^tx^pmeiii a%4 sho^* 

KiG^ Med not to s^ so9w}s from fhe o^eers, md 
VfAS carefully ignored from the roft call as we "boarded the 
train, but seemed to understand that he couldn't come any 
farther as we turned him over to the Colonels' secretary, 
obviously the second best fate that any mascot could hope 
for. The movie aspect was added as a brass band made its 
Lippearance, but somehow it was a. Httle Iqat m fbe fog, rain, 
and our miseries, 

Wc stood around the docks in Boston wondering who 
we could talk into holding up all that pack we had on our 
back- The Red Cross paid off for the years' membership 
Lt. Clack hooked us with, by serving some hot coffee and 
doughnuts, We carefully remembered to answer with, our 
first name and middle initial as #0 'Qt^rt^Mster called 
the roll as we boarded the boat. 
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OCEAN TRIP 

Afiight you guys, mifa hare! We've Jef r»«^jr m^^^^ml^' 



We were herded below dedcs to the fifth stage, where 
lire isouM iKm^m kpping against the ihm 

boat. Bi^& "wert assigned, and the use of W&. 
presetver explained. One look over the side of the gang- 
plank was all it took for Fixler. He climbed up among the 
pipes in the ceiling, hnrikec h:s pack within easy reachf put 
on his life preserver, and that was all we keard from him. 
The rest of us parked our packs and headed for the dc^to 
See what there was to be seen of Boston Harbor. 

One side of the boat gave a beautiful and inspiring view 
of the lop half of some warehouses lining the docks, The 
other side, if one could find enough railing, netted the view 
of some water with a few buildings too far away for 
anyone to recognize with the possible exception of Bill 

After somewhat of a tiring and busy day, we went below 
and tried to find some graceful way to climb into a fourth 
tier hammock and sleep. There was considerable tossing 
and turning, mostly because the busJ$$ M^Bydi^ with a 

piece of pipe where most beds have pMc&K^j IteeauSe 
it was Friday the thirteeiiih« and we were «9^ecting to see 
a German torpedo hfi head through fhe Mdes and yell 
„boo". Most of us were rain on the roof lovcrst but water 
lapping against the sides over our heads was a trifle disturb- 
ing and not conduce to restfulness. 




BELOW DECK: . . and irixd to ffnrf 
same grOf^ul way to climb ifUQ lh$ fotirtk 
tier bunk." 



There were no bands or waving girls when we pulled 
out, as it was sometinie in the raidme id the axghtj and alt 
were preoccupied in a fitful slumh^i^. 

Those of us -udio are mclined to be claustrophobiacs 
found the five flights of steps to fresh air slightly disturbing, 
but we settled ourselves to complaining about such little 
things as no room to turn over and the pdker gasieS' that 
started on the bunks above ours. 

The following morning, we climbed the five ffights of 
steps to the deck, walked the length of the boat, back down 
four floors to a v/aiting group who began the incessant pun- 
ching of our meal tickets. The reason for meal tickets wasn't 
quite clear as they weren't expecting any strangers to walk 
in and swipe a meal way out in the middle of nowhere, but 
it gave us something to worry about and a good souvenir. 
The meals were good, which we ate standing up to counterSf 
navy style, with such delicacies as ice oream and oranges. 

Navy style ended with the iKay ^ ate xm: meals. From 
that point we were strict land hlhbers hy nature and 
choicet and were definitely out of our medium, We tetted 
green like the leaves with the coming of spring, and m^d 
tickets began to go unpunched. Whoever bought them must 
have made a fortime, because the attendance dropped o£f as 
the Quies 9^ waves inereased. 




„Th€ Columb-^s typQ spent many hours 
looking ahead at the horizon . . ." 
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Time on our hands became the order of the day, and in- 
cessant life and death bridge games filled the periods be- 
tween meals and sleep. There were poker, cheker, most any 
type of game, and even quizz contests. Others walked the 
decks and came back with reports of friends and relatives 
they had discovered hanging over the raiL The Columbus 
type spent many hours looking ahead at the horizon and 
the pessimists iiW^yed ^ m£i& ^^ft ^ a^S^u^mit sub- 
marines. 




„. . . while the pessimists just surveyed 
iht tBtfhf Hr tagrA of aliaekit^ sahmarines.:" 



s^fm of candy, dgarettes, and other PX 
supplW "^l^ei^ mde available to us at carton quantities with 
Sgl md George Pens opening the company 

store business, rather tiiey were the first of a long line to 
try their hand at it. It was a losing game from the fii^ 
as the books just wouldn't balance with the ship rocking. 
They managed to get back with cartons of candy bars, soap, 
razor blades and even some fountain pens that were physi- 
cally unfit for oceanic travel. Taking a tip from the Guide 
Book on England", Pens silently bought up a supply ol razor 
blades and hand soap. It was at the time when items of 
this nature were hard to get, It wouldn't do international 
relations any good to say that Pens had any idea of catching 



the English imdersupplicd, but that barracks bag was not 
full of good will tokens for the Hottentots. 

We were well aware of the danger of fire at sea, and 
were somewhat receptive to the first fire drill, but that 
cooled down also as it became more of a tour of the boat at 
breakneck speed trying to locate our proper station. More 
than once, we were relieved to find that the drill was over 
and things were once more back to normal after fruitlessly 
seeking raft 13 on B deck, which was our appointed station- 
The lounge was not busy at this time so we a|pp<iinf^ it OUT 
fire station and spent the time reading. 

Each morning at ten, the brass on board took it upon 
themselves not to let us get away from the array, by having 
an inspection. Every one was put out of the quarters, and 
they were straightened, swept, mopped, and the last foot- 
print was carefully removed in anticipation of the visit by 
,,the Colonel". The ship's crew had similiar orders, and 
they started chasing everybody from the decks with fire 
hoses so that they could wash them off. We found ourselves 
on the stairways or straddling some crossbeam hoping they 
didn't have to wash that too, or we would have to hang by 
ropes over the sides to keep out of the way for the in- 
fection. 

We b^gan to make some progr^s across the miles of 
0«;aeafi, bl^ It was unrecognizable, except for the voice that 
csune over the loudspeaker each eve^u:ig, saying in tkat 
characterless , drone that soqh u% aft repeating, „Atten- 
tion . . . Blackout is noW ia ^ect . . . there will be no 
Stnoking on deck, and all oiiistde portholes will be blacked 
out ... all ships' clocks will be advanced one hour effective 
two fifteen AM". None of us stayed up to advance our 
clocks but some of the souls with stronger stomachs receiv- 
ed laughs for breakfast when they came down at nine in- 
stead of eight. The days began to lengthen, and blackout 
didn't go into effect until later and later in the evening. We 
were able to read on the decks at midnight when we wefe 
approaching Liverpool. 

Another touch of army life was given us in the form of 
some more vaccination shots. They marched the whole boat 
load through the sick bay and shot everybody. There were 
two Medics on the door shooting each man that passed 
tibrough, and two feeding the needles: Natchkc paused a 
second too long in putting his shirt on, and got a double dose 
of shots before he could get away. Another humorist carried 
his duffle bag past, and got it innoculated for typhus, 

We got our first taste of the English and the gum chum 
racket as we pulled into the docks at Liverpool. They were 
very receptive to our cigarettes and gum, and we enjoyed 
the two day stay in the harbor while the sailors watted for 
it to rain so they could let us off. 



i 



36 



ENGLAND 

or: Q; „Got any gum, chum?" At** Jlpt ff ttd^m-W- 



The combination of rainy England and the fact that 
612lh had acquired the habit of moving on days the weather 
man gave odds for rain found us debarking from the John 
Ericsson in a drizzle that we grew to think of simultarieougly 
with the mention of the name England. Breakfast at mid- 
night, we hit the gangplank at three, only to stand around 
uiider our full packs in the rain with no sign o£ a shelter for 
miles, Any hatred we had had pent up for the Germans 
came out as it became apparent that they had bombed out 
every square inch of possible shelter in our immediate area. 
Those with enough energy left laughed at the pitiful sight 
of Pens, silently carrying his field pack and dragging a sack 
full of goodies for the English black market. Our train was 
ready about six, and our spirits were given a material boost 
by the Red Cross who were there with coffee, dqugnu^, gim 
and candy, 

English trains looked like a bunch of Toonerville Trolleys 
tied together, pulled by a tired looking engine, disguised by 
a blob of smoke, occasionally shooting off puffs of steam in 
order to inform us that it had an occupant and that it was 
ready to go when the word was said. The English equiva- 
Imt oi a high-ball was given about ^^t^ and we took off at 
breakup speed for a full fif^^ 13^6 ol mmntemipted 
travel. That did it, though, hst^^ twenty minutes later 
we came to a smooth and respecmil tktip as the train crew 
exchanged greetings over a cup of tea with the Brotherhood 
members at a signal house. We silently took off for another 
five or ten miles where we slid to a halt and did an 
Alphonse and Gaston with another train on the same track 
as ours. The misunderstanding was settled without coming 
to blows, and we relaxed for some more stop & go traveling 
via lend lease. From an overall view, we made our way 
jerkily past such places as Manchester and Oxford unan- 
nounced; proceeded to a little whistle stop called West- 
bury, in the very heart of Wilts county. From the window 
of the train, Westbury was no different from the other 
quaint little villages we passed, so we sat on the train, not 
knowing that we had shot our wad with this particular rail- 
Toadt acid that we must get b^ck under those foiu- hundred 
p6ii&d loa^ and waik fiSm ib our taoae. 

Enough playing leap frog with the English block system 
combined with the hunger whetted by a day on K rations 
practically drom m t^ ^ke fi^ £^ei& of Mk to HiU C^^. 

Hill Camp is an understatement, as anyone will 
readily assure you. It seemed to be on the veritable top of 
the world, and after a half hour's wandering the discovery 
that we were climbing the wrong hill left us slightly 
dismayed, to say the l^st, and that's the least we can print 
on the subject. 

We fopM Ml Camp a llltle !es^ than tbe6 ^smx6 
steady climbing and stood around under our share of the 
world's burdens while someone found out where the Mor- 
ning Report was to be submitted, how many men we needed 
to donate to guarding the first night at camp; where to pitch 
our pup tents, or if, perchance, they might have a leaky old 
tent set aside in anticipation of our coming. They not only 




tSkimtii^ iu£s mi Aow mat^ miles I get tp fht^lon 
^tfix a aoek in the pusa!" 



had anticipated our coming, and had we^ the necessary 
tentage aside, but would even let us have two buildings as 
soon as we could get rid of the occupants who were due to 
leave that night for some far and distant port, also an option 
on two more in a few days. Using the utmost in diplomacy, 
it was decided that Headquarters, the First and part of the 
Second Platoons would occupy the buildings; the remainder 
would make themselves „comfy" in pyraiiudal tents, four 
men to a tent. Our hosts had accomplistn^ m^sier lo^ti- 
cal gem m having set aside a mattress mver per m&xi, with 
several bates of straw for us to mskke ^F-ioain ifiners^ring 
mattresses. Most of us ^tuckly went to sleep from liur 
weariness, waking in the morning with the impression we 
hadli'i ttnbailed tiie straw, while others with an eye to orien" 
tation set about to locale such necessities of life as bars. 
Pens came back with five pounds three shillings and the in- 
formation that the locals weren't familiar with that old 

Sunderland came through with mail the first day, and 
our opinion of the place was improved, however only until 

limchtirae, when we were confronted with some five hundred 
other souls all intent on going through the same chow line. 
Fortunately, someone had tipped the cook off, so more water 
was added to the soup without our having to witness the 
operation, as that was about all it woiUla hxs^ i^S^ksxi to 
create another Company J, 

As is necessary in the army^ all new troops are given a 
period of orientation" in which they are wised up to the 
ground rules and tipped off as to v/hen the Colonel makes 
his surprise inspections. We v;ere marched into the middle 
of a field, one rare and sunny morning, and put to our ease 
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3a *«ry nice looking Major. We all grew to like and 
a&l&e Major Ely from the first; this admiration was due 
io t]be &ct that he said thai he had a si^e Bx^ method to 




M^^lAMDs The impoTtsd pasiinie ^ 
dominoes. 



la^aLt us all homer and hy the way h^^^esented ihe iaot3 of 
ihe life in England. The most li^&S^tening n&tff^ ^ the 
anorning wa$ J^h^ ^te^et^t We were living accord- 
ing to garrim^ ttSj^t t6# feeds wtjul^ 3^de, reveille 

:stoiQd, aod ^iXm ^k^^Mis4f ttb wa$ m eoalm^ t@> 
-we had feeafd of life overseas ^iai it aw6be ^eiis from A 
daydream with cries of persecutJua* ^asic training classes 
were instituted, partly to bring us Up to date with the latest 
the war had to offer and partly to keep us out of trouble. 
Having passed the infant stage, for the most part, we were 
sure that hikes and calisthenics weren't necessary to keep 
us out of trouble, but we had all the mischief hiked out of us 
-anyway- We were initiated to the Hancock system of hiking, 
A suitable spot was found, all were tucked safely into the 
iorests and undergrowth^ msi It tCflasS OS f^GSiffimdb^^Sil 
■concealment" given. 

The nocturnal serenade by the air raid sirens combined 
with an air raid about five miles away and the fact that we 
were sleeping above one of the general deports, was all it 
took to arouse our whole hearted cooperation in the digging 
of an air raid shelter in front of the building- Our efforts 
went to naught a€ our en^eeid^^ fi3a^ti^iec& filled with 
water the next day, 

We were assigned to the Advance Section, Communi- 
cations Zone (abbreviated to Ad Sec Com Z, and further to 
rhyme with ,,sad sack"] and given a priority on operational 
equipment. The drivers were first to leave one morning for 
Taunton to pick up five jeeps, twelve weapons carriers, and 



one sm-by-six truck. After a considerable period of trai- 
nings in which they learned to drive all over again on the 
left side of the road, many hours of stenciling numbers and 
code colors, breaking in the motors, learning the minor 
repairs the drivers must do, they were ready f& ^S^^^ the 
job of rounding up our equipment. 

At this time, England was a maze of general depots, each 
of which had a certain item we needed to complete our 
T/0 & E. As is usual in the army there were a few incon- 
sistencies, we laughed a good many times at finding tjie 
hammer heads at one depot and the handles |e> 5i 

requisitioned on another mm^ fifty miles 3.^y>, |t Iffftt 
the golden opporliaMi^y h& ^ ®agtand, ani '^fe 
best of it. 

In the meafiwhOe, the derks h&.i f^nifld wrk in the 
depot behind typewriters, and all others were helping to 
hale Signal Corps wire spools. As D-day approached, ope- 
rations went on a 24 hour a day scfeedtde, aad we lost track 
of some of the men for awhile. 

Changes on some home front Morning Reports weren't 
received until an average of two weeks had been sweated 
out, but the arrival of news cured an epidemic of the ,,big 
eye" for Dowling, whose daughter, Maureen Ann, on the 
eighteenth; Donaldson's son Gerald, the ninteenth: and 
O'Donnel's daughter, Sharron Elizabeth, on the twenty- 
lUnth of June. On July 1944 the gangling bird gave the nod 
to Tyler on the ninth with a daughter, Barbara; Meagher on 
the tenth with a son, Pat; and Pearlman's son, Punch, 
etm^^m^ his tean^i of Punch and Judy, on the nineteemth, 

fi-day &kmfS smd went, with Sgt. Garthwaite playing the 
only important role, having heen selected from all the per- 
sonnel of G — 47 to stand before the garbage pails and see 
that we didn't throw away any of the edible pieces of tin 
can and sugar sacks found in the dehydrated asparagus, in 
accordance with the food conservation program some chair- 
borne brass had dreamt up as his excuse for getting a letter 
of commendation. 

Sgt. Williams and some of the other front office poli- 
ticians made a trip to London, only to come back looking 
years older bearing tales of a buzz bomb that had eliminated 
the positive features of one city block and the bus they 
missed, probably iroiB. l^ck e%perienp^;,itb6iag.i^mi6 tw^o 
months since toy had rtttS for a ht^ tniSfei- sttcfi iM:^' cs^* 
ditions. 

We were alerted on the fourth of July with the accom- 
paning bit of joyfulness in that we were to move into pup- 
tents, as all units do before leaving for the continent, This 
idea, it was assumed, was to sift out those who were unable 
to exist under a roof the size of an oversized raincoat, We 
took to it like ducks, and some of us even learned to quack 
after the rain turned to rivulets under the sides of the tents. 

Waterproofing the trucks in anticipation of an ampH- 
bious landing became the order of the day as the drivers 
studied the books, and put little gobs of plastic water- 
proofing all over every moving part of the vehicles. The 
orders changed every week so they Were kept busy takita^ 
it off and putting it on, as the ir^^t^ 
very far while waterproofed. 

We rechecked the watertight seals on the rear view mir- 
rors, wrote the Morning Report a day in advance, and headed 
for the mEtr^all^^i^ ^-mtm^i ^ ^ tsir^^ ^^m^ 
of July, * ' 
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CHANNEL 

or: J' Pm%^ wer there, they're using real bidhts!" 



It was raining, as ustial, at the time of our departure and 
we QpuJLd -^ee te>t s^Bte^e was Imtmg a ^pod Mt^^h at ow 
expeisse as we Mt isx * Wf hearted mood. 

The elation at seiesni^ a large town like Southampton 
was quickly subdued when we saw the barrage balloons and 
ack ack guns; and heard tales of the buzz bombs that used 
it for a bulls eye. The docks sheltered us from a pelting 
rain as we watched the cranes load the vehicles and fit 
them into the holds of the ship in jig saw puzzle fashion. 
To eliminate some of the risk, we waited until sailing time 
to board the boat, so we found ourselves with seven or eight 
hours of time to kill and rain coming down full force. 

Services were held by a chaplain waiting for the same 
boat. While waiting we made little excursions around the 
docks. The west coast boys recognized the boat as being 
one of the liberty ships on which they worked before coming; 
into the army, and the rumors they had didn't do the lag- 
ging morale any good. 

We heard rumors that Hitler had been assassinated 
and had last minute hopes of the trip being cancelled* 
Around we xeluctUat^y an^wc^ed to the roll wi& 

first 'mtm aitd ^aid^e kdikl mi comud iie; 

Mrte^. tteps up the gangplank. They were really ^cod^ 
liittH^ with itf and we could not keep from tliTnfcin^ 
that tbe MPs patrolling the docks were j^ as-big^^aa eaemy 
as we could meet on the other side. 

Those of MS that had gotten over pur fears of 




QJUASA S^ACH: Shoming borrsftf h^Udn^ ttnop ttmisports, landing 
craft, gun tmpiac«tnitds am ]^tm». 



Our arrival at the loarshalling area followed the same 
proced^e^ mm m:^msxy ip t^ie Qther places; the guard 
was sxA. ti^i ft depo^tOTf- IcMriiH^ Mortdng Report found, and 
lastlT;) somewhere for ns to throw our packs and £op for 
soiiie rest after another day s steady travel. By this time, 
we were aware that to see tiie country from the back of one 
of those weapons carriers combined the effects oi a reducing 
machiner wind tunnel, and a runaway buckboard. It was 
tiring to say the least, and we had little trouble going to 
sleep in the pyramidal tents that were waiting for us, 

The chow lines weren't as long, as someone had scat- 
tered mess halls all through the wooded area that sheltered 
in natural camouflage the thousands ol men that flowed in 
and out in a steady stream. After eating, we were confron- 
ted with a row of cans containing hot soapy water, rinse 
water, and a last can containing a deep green solution. The 
rumor was started that someone had put a pair of fatigues 
in that last can the first night to so^. They were not -^ere 
the next day, and we had a new respect for the ,,mess kit 
laundry". 

We had some two days jja wi^ich to laai around waiting 
for the loudspedcer ^ tmU W mmlier saying &at we 
e&aid leave to boat liari^ two days, we iveire 
i^tifgd ein0rg^$^ im^i^ iat -3xe landing, francs in Fir«mc^ 
<^B^^^^^ tlVO clips of ammunition. We began to 
Beve mt ikmf were really going through with this and m 
iamOy pleadeid that we weseo't meant to he soldiers. 
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GQop^ Up in the bottom of the John Erigssojo, l;ad thcat 
aro^se^ ^galii, kit -wdt^e^ «l ^ oef l«»d)^9^ 

One steel ladder, a shoe ^sd^ ^ '&alf wide, dropped from 
ihe hatch cover to the bottom ot tlie hold, some fifty feet 
sttaight down. We spread our overcoats on the rusty plates, 
tried to forget the mines that were loosed by explosions, or 
possible air raids; and dropped into fitful slumber, Some- 
where in his wanderings around the depot, Joe Rodewald had 
promoted a folding cot, and proceeded to exercise his fore- 
thought by bringing it otit at this time. That cot was all the 
comforts of home coro|lE|3^' fo a ili^ fitor, wllt^ jusf i^*t 
made for sleeping. 

Sometime in the middle of the night, we moved down 
into the channel to wait for the rest of the convoy. The 
anchor chain locker shared a corner of our hold. The noise 
those two foot links made as they followed the anchor over 
the side was the most violent any of us had ever head. It was 
like the noise of a clap of thunder in the hollow steel hold, lasting 
some five seconds. Most of us were too frightened to even 
draw a breath or tremble, but Sgt. Williams and Robust 
Hartsell made the obstacle course of fifty feet of sleeping 
forms on the floor and a dozen rungs on the ladder, con- 
smnating all the action that took place. We combed out 
our now curly hair and tried to keep one eye open for more 
Lethal soimds, and pos^bly excel Robust's mark by ike 
0|hti^ shtty n^igs. 

The first morning, Lt, SteegmuUer, as mess officer, opened 
a mid channel branch of Dan's Diner by finding a place to 
steam heat the cans of C rations. The menu became 
somewhat dull 'with canned meat and vegatable stew for 
"breakfast, hash for dinner, meat & beans for supper. Each 
evening the sun would set amid a glistening trail of floating 
cans, and they're probably still coming in with the tide. 
Some of the more energetic hit the navy for both room and 
board by helping with the KP, and came back with a satis- 
fied look on their faces and tales of steaks. This became 
somewhat of an unpopular subject after a few days ^Hft a 
diet of meat and vegatable stew. 

With time on our hands the card games received renew- 
ed attention, and one could get a complete forecast of the 
final outcome of the war from Assistant Strategist Steegmul- 
ler without even dropping the proverbial hat. 

Hartsell a^d Webb talked Robinson into becoming im- 
pfttifent wttli kis place as JStk man in line for one of Jack- 
son's hair cuts, and after an hours' steady taUdng, piOim^' 
ced Meade that they could do as well. Meade 1^ 

behind a bulkhead, and given a tonsorial treatmeat iJmt 
even the beginners, class at Barber College coul4 improve-' 
There hasn't been a civil word spoken between th^m skice, 
and it is rumored that Meade even swore. 

'Wi'^ a Ut#^ ^utm^ wE^asM^x^iim to ^ anchor 



ea^ed down q|£ Utaii beach, and we began the more 
C^«a4n$t;^^tiB||d^b^ the voyage. 

From ^ pQ^s^mi ^ aat^'airccaft at the nightly 
attackers ysm Wf^ m fewrti ©f Jtiiy celebration across the 
entire horizc^? . We were enjoying the show, and some of 
the younger at ^eaxt took advantage of the balmy weatiier 
by peeping on the hatch cover. Each time the Ereworks 
fitatted, they would stomp on the cover, and the rest of the 
nien below would come up to see the show. 

The navy sensed our enjoyment of the spectacle, and 
HBcided to move in for a better view. 

They dropped anchor in the afternoon about a half mile 
off Utah beach, and our name was entered in the Harbor- 
master's list of applicants for some Sntka dud tutoX 
rations. 

Thai eymng f oimd m MiU mi^i k ^ ^ 
&SittMi^U ^fte^ thmir ^^di^g for Ih^t ^! ^ 
nightly visitors. Our mouths dropped open as the l>oats 
aroxmd us opened fire with their tracers, and we found 
ourselves under a virtual umberella of meteors shooting 
silently skyward. The deck sleepers rolled over on their 
backs for a box seat view, and the more fearful tried to buck 
the line coming up from the hold to view the spectacle, by 
going down to get thrar steel helmets^ ^vlibh iN^e cMUlelY 
a necessity. 

The gunners began in earnest when a plane was actually 
sighted and let go with a larger cannon that shot a shell in 
the air where it t^cplodedf scattering flak- The concentration 
of lights, tracers, and cannon Hre got one plane directly 
overhead. It exploded in a blinding white flash, and as the 
fragments began to show^ the deck wi^ a imstoudous 
rush for the ladder. 

The next morning a HarbornjiSter's boat @ame alongside 
with the happy news that we ir<fel^«tt thi?^ wr(^ beach, and 
must proceed some fifteen siml^ 'eAst io Wafber, named 
Omaha. 

After another of blinker signals and sl^^ng on 

the shore it was decided that we might land in the morning; 
concluding our channel crossing alter seven days at sea. 
Some civilian woman swam it in as many hours, but civilians 
can't be expected to accomplish such things i^'e^anael^^^rpS' 
sings with as much efficiency as the army. 

We were unloaded to a smaller boat known as a LCT. 
This shift necessitated climbing down a rope net thrown 
over the side of the ship, with a full pack on our shoulders. 
One boat would rise while the other would sink into the 
water from the pressure and waves; we began to wonder if 
we could ever get a toe hold on the lower boat. 

The landing craft took us to shore where we took the 
vehicles for our first ride on the right side of the road. The 
convoy took us near the town ol Isigny, where we made our 
first 14votLa!& ^ £hje (sotitinenl' 
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OPERATIONS 

Mt 'Gorps is giving 10 tu 1 ihiti U m^H^^ MiMkJ* 



Our Hrst iKtsae on ibe continent was a field near the little 
town of Isigny, France, We arrived about noon and un- 
packed our equipment under the shelter of trees and under- 
brush, wMch yfe grew to know as hedgerows. The kitchen 




„. . . and as 1 sit here iifitk 9hefh tracking all around me . . J" 



was soon set up in the hopes of getting a real meal, for a 
change. All the trucks were parked with an eye for 
camouflage. We didnH dare light a cigarette during darkness 
lor fear the Germans, whose observers, we were made 
to believe, were omnipresent, would read the label on the 
package, and would bomb us out of existence. Paths over 
which we were to walk when goin^ to any specified area, 
were laid out so the bent grasses wouldn't reveal that a 
mortal soul had displaced nature's precedents and the Ger- 
man observation planes wouldn't see the foot prints from 
10,000 feet. We didn't have to be told to look for a spot of 
safety when the planes came back that night, as we were 
still within [our or five miles of the beach and several 
depots. The hedgerows havje ci i^ttx^al 4itch on eiths? i^d&i 
wmch made a very nice facsnn^e of a ^oiitib!bf ift e<^3f atifton 
fo^il^ flat steel deck we had in$t i;^$HnE|it^iie^ Fi^- 
tfiffltCs were put up, camouflage nets placed over {fa^^tn, and 
we were ready for the first night- 
Early in the evening, we had our first taste of what it 
was like to look at a person and not be able to communicate 
with him, A Frenchman came to milk his cows, at which 
time we gathered around to see if there were any difference 
in operations on this side of the ^vorld. The milk was white, 



but we were disappointed to notice that the name wasn't 
milk. After smiling at the Frenchman and his wife, who 
were just as embarrassed as we, it came out that Eddie 
Melancon understood this gibberish; so a yell was put up 
for him to come over and rescue the situation. After a few 
warm ups, he started in and soon had all the information 
that an hour of rapid fire conversation in French can reveaL 

A$ dusk approached, b^si^ to lopk fo^ their hel- 
mets, some ^ot an early ^sii ism m^^l^^F^^li^^^ 
carried on thie ieaiR i0- 

Eir^tfone.c^wltd o# "t^i^ irst fta^-^aireralt eiMM^ 
let go. It -w^oa^ ^cdle (la^ enough to see the tracers* ^tt£ 
the puffs of stnok^ that ^ shells made when they went ^ 
kept us interested for many minutes. The coming of the 
evening dew dampened our curiosity, so we retired to 
sweat out the cannon emplacement in the next field, and 
the idea of falling shrapnel didn't make the ground any 
more comfortable, We recalled hearing that the stra- 
fers worked over the gun emplacements and areas near 
them. 




HORMANDY: Sle2ping in a fox hole was something io be 
IfVrned, e^petiitiily with anti-aircrafl guns liberally 4isirih^iag 
shrapnell over the area. 
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With darkness came another round or two from the 
guns, with many scrambling to get a different view, "We 
were on a hilltop that circled a valley full of ack-ack^ plus 
a depot lighted up for night operations. As the sirens sent 
forth their deafening sounds, the lights would go off and the 
tracers would flow out of the darkened valley probing for 
some un s een enemy. 0 ff in the dis tan c e, searchlights 
revealed other sources of these fircy embers. Someone came 
atound warning us that if the planes did appear, not to fire 
our ri£le3 at them* We had been taught to do this in tr^tin.- 
iagi but reports said that if we fired on observers, ^ey 
would come back and drop a bomb on us for spite, 

As the last light of the sun was dying from the sky, the 
low drone of a motor was heard and the searchlights began 
to dissect the sky. The tracers all iociised in one direction 
as a plane approached ^ depc^* 

On his first pass, the attacker dropped some flares 
to orient himself and locate possible targets, and it 
seemed that they were shooting everything from howitzers 
to slinghots at him, but still he got through to bank 
and make his turn over our heads. Those who were 
still standing, taking it all in say that they could see 
the pilot in the plane; but there weren't enough remain- 
ing outside to confirm the story, for many had headed 
for the relative safety of the ditches, previously dug iox- 
hoieSj or blankets- Our visitor's second pass at the valley 
bro^kt i^^m m^ and nois^ M ft^parm^ 



pictures were ail he was after, as he then became so suffi- 
ciently aware of his unwelcome that he headed for homer 
Many of the men stayed in the ditches and foxholes and Ihe 
night passed without another warning about blackout. 

The following morning, a group was called out to begin 
our first work as Graves Registration personnel. We were 
sent to a nearby field, where some colored soldiers had 
made the mistake of firing at our visitors of the previous 
night and had been the recipients of two delayed action 
bombs. The identifications were made, the bodies removed 
to La Cambe Cemetery, and we now felt firmly established 
in Ota new 



After policing all the local fields for paper and shell 
fragments, and listening to a class on how to recognize land 
mines and booby traps, with emphasis on unexploded bombs, 
we were ready for bed, What little sleep that could be 
gleaned between the hundreds of bombers passing overhead, 
the constant sweating out of the ,,boom" in the air from the 
anti-aircraft cannon, did little to relieve the fatigue o£ the 
day. Living next to a gun emplacement just isn't condudve- 
to ^leep. 

The order to pack up and move to our first cemetery was 
received with unanimous acceptance the next day, Wc 
packed our pup-tents, towels, and toothbrushes and set off 
for Ste Merc Eglise; arriving to take over from the First 
Army on the Slst of July. 




42 



y. S.MiUtary Cemet^ Ste M«^e E^Use 



tt^igye for economy, we sought out the foxholes 
"the previous occupants had left and put our pup-tents right 
over the holes, combining the tent with the foxhole in a 
most interesting fashion. More paths were laid out to 
-deceive the observers, who must have been watching over 
our every move to detect footprints across an open field. 
However^ aft^ the bomb incident^ we w^e willmg to try 
aoytbinl to ^ivc them the idea we weren't there nor 
Jntei^ed in thCTi, in ^le hopes they would, go away even if 
they noticed us- . 




Booby traps were the big worry. We were told to make 
no unnecessary trips through the adjoining fields, as they 
hadn't been cleared. Later in the evening we heard a loud 
explosion in the next field; we stood, around- holding our 
breath while Knight and Mikich qame forth with sheepish 
grins on 'ihm I^Msesk Xhey had e^^erynenting on some 
explosives hi dir t^d IpEmler 

The evening poker game presented a problem, as the 
days were getting shorter and exposed liglits were outlawed. 
Two franc notes were passing for twenty, and any handful 
of cards went for straights or flushes, with the best liar wn- 
ning. The medium of exchange was changed to a bottle of 
watered cider the French called „cidrc'\ and we learned a 
new respect for the stuff called ^.Calvados". Calvados was 
said to be near 80 or 90 octane, atid would burn in a ciga- 
rette lighter as well as regular fluid. The bees and bugs 
were thriving on the mashed apples on the ground and the 
Jelly that we had for dinner. It got so that one couldn't 
lay a piece of bread and jelly down without the bees taking 



ST MERE EGIISE: Mikich (for?- 
0i»und) and Knight (background) 
WfKs^ oflf a pai! (foreground^- 
tt^ ixnmmion heater [backfimii^} 
* while on KP, 




3r MERE EGLISE: DtNgrdo 
huHtd W* in (he ETO iM^Ht itfldk 
in CM. 



The break-through at St Lo was going on at the time and 
•ttie evening sky was full of heavies and fighters on their 
way to pave a road for the advancing tanks. Much to our 
dismay, the tranquility of the evening was shattered by an 
even larger gun than we were near previously. That was 
what was so interesting about those hedgerows, they were 
impenetrable and you never knew what was on the other 
side, However, we soon found out. At about five in the 
morning, we were all awakened by the drone of airplane 
engines, and at about six, by a squadron taking off over our 
heads from neighboring fields. All day they were ^is^^^ig 
away between the front lines and the airstrip. 

About noon our first day, a tank outfit started thrOc#Lt 
3iftking,a deafening noipe all afternoon and nighi We were 
^1 fbr IhfeISi ftud w^e especially glad that they were on our 
^stde. 

Rumo^ that the virar couldn't last many more days were 

spiked by the order to put our mess kits under our shirts 
when crossing the open fields between the pup-tents and the 
mess tent. Wc were ready to shoot the first one that 
reminded us of the sayings we had heard back at Fort War- 
ren about life ^in the Hdd", when vre continued our daily 
jpolice up of the area. 




sr. MERE EGUSE: Mail call it 
ittiwrtsting ihan battling 6e« /or c/vim^ 



it over. The only way was to get two pieces of bread and 
jelly and set one aside for the bees, while trying to eiil^li^ 
other without being discov^dr The jelly atnd jam sans 
were full of bees inside of a hsUl hliUTf imdM ls asserts '^at 
they make poor bedfellows* 

One warm, sunny day, a likeable looking fellow drove 
up in a command car. He was Captain Gibbs, who has he&a 
in Europe since the last war, looking after the cemeteries. 
He looked over the situation and pronounced the verdict 
that things weren't going so well. Many new lines of 
endeavor were instiiiSed that weren't metttiofied m traluiDg 
at Fort Warren. 
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U, S. Military Cemetery St Larirent 



Fif^tly, Wm to see ^ <jross^ painled with a fresh 
gkA oI paiat and &e xtom^ stendf era thaA liad tts 
stopped for awhile, but the combined efforts of the supply 
office produced the stencil paper and ink, so we started 
the process of learning to stencil crosses. Everybody had 
his hand at it, from the Captain on down. When technical- 
ities were settled, and the Captain wasn't looking, all lost 
interest and it was relegated to Block, Bristow and Harris. 

Aligning the crosses was another matter the Technical 
Manuals didn't touch upon. Since no one else wanted to do 
it, it was made the responsibility of the Surveyors and 
Draftsmen. Armedwitb transits, tapes, wires, sledge ham- 
mers and other tools as they were needed; Daogherty, 
Garthwaite, Pens, Piper and Quinn set out to learn what it 
was all aboutf the hard way. The ground was full of clods 
of turf, so the crosses wouldn't have gone in right if we had 
known how to do it. By noon we had a deep appreciation 
for the way the crosses were aligned in the cemetery at 
Arlington, and were receptive to the most wild suggestions. 
Rube Goldberg's patents were infringed upon many times, 
with no satisfactory system evolving. The final method was 
the use of four men; one on the hammer, one holding the 
cross, the other two giving directions to the man holding the 
cross, from vantage points at ^ther ^d of the ^I^Mw^and 
horizontal rows. 

Disinterments were started, with Lt. Staub taking thfe 

%«ftpew to Mmlxkomg t@ look Ibr fome 01$ 
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fields by the hastily advand^ ie^iaii^« l^aJlt^ Dudiak, 
Natchke, Richter and Wallindei- W63re ilie 6m lo explore 
the potentialities of taking the day off to sc^ ecrantty for 
an hour's unpleasant work. Despite their e^odi fo describe 
the miseri^, it got out that disinterments are a gravy train^ 




NORMANDY: ,Mow that ya meniion it, BUI, it 



so there were volunteers for the next one, and we cultivated 
the First Sergeant for the chance to do a little sightseeing. 

When it became apparent that we weren't a big enough 
group to handle the work that was planned for uSr Lt, Barry 
requisitioned some prisoners. For the first week or so, the 
work the accomplished was practically negligible- Those 
who could manage a little German were exchanging every- 
thing from ideas to cigarettes, and a German with a few 
words of Engli^ became an oracle from the High Chancel- 
lory. A el4^LM^ m .^Kicolaie bar would bring forth an 
extensive revie^r oi fbit life on the Russian front, opinions 
on otar tanks, predictions on the outcome of the war and an 
eyewitness account of the Tokyo raid. In the middle of the 
harrowing account of the front lines, a fighter plane would 
take off over our heads, leaving all the prisoners on the 
ground or in the nearest open grave. 

The Fourth Platoon got orders on the seventh of August 
to take over the cemetery at St. I^Lnrent, ov^lodking the 
beach where we had come ashore, 

Arriving in the late afternoon, they put up their pup- 
tents in a temporary fashion with an eye on the ready made 
foxholes the other company would leave when they moved 
out on the following day. There was considerable real 
estate exchanged as foxholes and houses were bought and 
sold* but it all went to naught as the rainy season set in 
making foxholes bath tubs, and not bed rooms. They were 
forced to make their shacks on bigber j^onod witii aoee^- 
.sible foxholes. With the break iJinni^li at St Lo, a<;6^ties 



at the cemetery gradually slowed down. The pt^ad^d 
activity was disinterments from the nearby fields. 

One day, Armenta, Burton and Pruitt were sent to see 
a Major about some bodies he had reported. The Major 
took them to the mine field with a little path taped down 
the middle. Burton ask the Major if it was alright for them 
to go through the field if they stayed on the path. He 
thought it was, so Burton asked him why his Medics hadn't 
brought the bodies out, „I didn't Want to send my Medics 
in, its too dangerous'*) was the encouraging reply. "With 
visions of the Purple Heart, Burton just replied ,rOh finel", 
very enthusiastically, and took oS for the bodies. 

Meade Robinson was sent down to make a map of the 
cemetery and surrounding area and had it all finished 
except for the landmark. A tree out in the center of a field 
was suggested. With his tongue in his cheek, Meade took 
off through the field, pacing the exact distance to the desig- 
nated tree. When he got back, his hair was shades whiter, 
but the tree was zeroed in and we were then reasonably 
sure that there were no land mines in the area. 

It took a five man crew to take the personal effects to 
Cherbourg; so Brusuelas, Burton, FuUerton, Rejman and 
Spinks were elected, or at least voted in. Burton started 
a collection of dishes. The men would go in a place, eat, 
and then put the plates md cups inside their shirts.. After 
a few meaiSf tbey hu^d im0^0i m ^i^mix^ the 

^tii:o pUt0on* 

Tfiere was little left to he des^d i» tite fine o£ fecrea^ 




m 
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U. S. Military Cemetery Marigny 



■Hon as there were movies and a Red Cross club lor the 
Engineer, Dock and Depot personnel from the beachhead. 

The Third Platoon left the company at Ste Mere Eglise 
for La Cambe, on the ninth of August, where they built 
their shacks of wood from jeeps and truck crates an Ord- 
nance Company donated, under the impression that it was 
for crosses. They were still singing the camouflage blues 
when someone noticed that the Ordnance Company had ail 
the white crates laying out in the open, iso the men felt a 
trifle reticent about constructing a camouflaged garage for 
their three trucks. 

In the line of operatioi^ th? Third Army kept them busy 
with burials and disintermeiitg. lliey worked on err&i 
though underfed on C rations. 

Perry and Wilkinson started out to look for the 608th 
Graves Registration Company to get some information on 
a grave, and wound up in Paris on the heels of the tanks. 
After two days, they broke away, coming back without ciga- 
rettes, money, chocolate or informatoin from the 608th. 

Never a dull motn&td "wifii P^y and Wilk. One evening 
they decided to get some conditioning for baitlef so they 
began experimenting with hand grenades. From the rela- 
tive safety of one foxhole, they threw a v^y live grenade 
into what they thought was another. When things settled, 
each looked at the other as if to say^ a^S^j^e were y^"W&en 
the stuff hit the fan?" 

The poker games went on as usual, with Ruscigno 
Qiakiiig Ufe a trifle dull by taking the men through the ntuU^ 



for their „dough". He had all the liquid assets for the 
month, so Lt. Clack was a very welcome man when he made 
his next monthly appearance with the pay. 

The Third was relieved by a Composite Company con- 
sisting of one officer and a few men that were to maintain 
the cemetery and manage the civilian labor- That was really 
the life; a small group of men could get-awaywithanything, 
and they had it made. 

Headquarters, the lirst and Seoomtfl HaltooQfi moved 
hfoi^ Ste Mere Eglise to the cemetery neat t^^ently lihera- 
t<Sj4 Marigny, via convoy, on the dustiest ba«^t6ads that any 
0} tts can remember. Some of the drives had to make tvr& 
and ^ee trips, and grew to have a bit of resentment for the 
„short cut" nidEnameLt. Clack had made for himself. We 
moved into another orchard, with more apples and the 
accompanying bees- Pup-tents were put Up, and provisions 
for foxholes made. The war had advanced through nearby 
St Lo to the extent that Bedcheck Charlie, the nocturnal 
visitor that the Germans sent over on reconnaissance, made 
his last appearance. 

Operations at the ceag»etcry ^miBm^, tp be^ul^i^- 
tion and disintennenfs, wHIi a fewlnnrialg tibmmg fr0m^&& 
hospitals. ^ 

The German cemetery was turned over to the First 
Platoon, with the Second taking the American on the other 
side of the dividing road. There were quite a few disinter- 
ments in the St Lo area, so that took most of the time and 
men. The remainder guarded prisoners, aligned crosses,. 
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■a^d lnM toads around the plots. The rainy season set 
|il tod qfitii^i^^ were all but halted in h^vor of keepi&g 
warm and dry- 

DeNardo's Chicago heredity manifested itself when he 
came back from au evening stroll with a .30 cal, inadune 
gun which he set up in front of his tent to defend himsell 
brn^ ^ attac^^ timt tiuded with li»M£ ^mi/^ ws^^sh 





,M*y. M^a- Icopc ^ tetthitkty $^ ^^ ^$bS^* 



Ea.<^ evening apple wars were held, with sides chosen 
and battle lines drawn. Sgt. Williams was usually the first 
one to throw them and the one to holler loudest when the 
condition of the area was noted by the Captain, Consi- 
derable accuracy was developed and by calculating the 
velocity, weight o£ the missile, windage, etc; Esgate got so 
that he could raise a holler from an Unse^ target in the 
shower behind the hedges, from a safe range. 

That shower was an engiueaing masterpiece, made by 
Lt. Clack and Ole Hansoo, frcnn airplane parts, an oil drum 
and an immersKm heal^. Unwanted drafts we could get 
tised to, but our vanity was^ a trifle sttamed when the farmer^ 
ettes came after the cows. We decided that they needed 
to display a little more respect for our modestv, or more 
experience was needed on our part, We got the experience. 

Chief Goes Ahead built a king size pup-tent from 
several seller halves and some lumber and even installed 
lights. He charged 10 cut on the poker winnings for the 
players to use it after the blackout went into effect. Honest 
Jake let a German prisoner talk him out of a D ration 
chocolate bar for some thirty dollars, just before trading 
with the prisoners was discouraged by a directive from 
higher headquarters. Knight and Mikich began exploiting 
the areas around the billets, and more explosions were heard 
tintil Sgt. Vary restricted them to the area for their own 
saiety^- iThey didn't need a restriction when a HftfolK>y and 
a cow were killed, bv A ;nune in the next Held <i^e errening. 

DeNatdo and >ueda»rlt^ picked the ni^t that i& 
First Platoon was packing, to take off on an „unauthorlz0d" 
trip in a jeep. They were found and herded back before 
ih«^ Imd closed ^ deal ^ sell the jeep for ^ few hundred 
immsa and & b^t^e of ddre. The Captain took a negative 
atUtude towards the whole affair, and told them to dig a 
grave a day for a week as punishment. The following morn- 
ir.g. August 28th. the Frst Platoon took off for St Cor- 
neilie, France, near Le Mans; DeNardo going with them- 
Lt* Myers fii«stke4 his Merit Bft^tieH^;^^ m xnap r^tdmg 



by getting the convoy lost at every opportunity on the way 
down. A fork in the road was his Waterloo . . . he'd in- 
variably thurn the wrong way, and it's rumored that he resort- 
ed to tossing a coin towards the end of the trip. It was a 
good day, for a change, so no one minded the tri^ 

DeNardo's Hrst grave developed into a garb^Lge^ ^ 
behind the kitchen, and that's as far as he got his punish- 
mentf as there were enough open graves. After fUiishing 
well camouflaged shacks under the trees and bushes, a Co- 
lonel visited and decided that there should be a company 
street vrith the tents neatly lined up on either side, wash 
stands and all the trimmings. As is usual in the army, it 
was done, and the Germans were good nattxred cnoHjE^ 
to notice and bomb them out of line. 

Big Joe Saddoris took over the American cetoetf^* lUkd 
Little Joe Rodewald took the German. Beautification began 
on a competitive basis; while Huggins and Freese made 
themselves as scarce as possible by locating the office tent 
off in a clump of trees. 

Civilian labor was brought in to heljp with the beautifi- 
cation, bringing about a big chnage infbcile of a few weeks 
with roads, walks, and well aligned crosses. A flag pole 
was selected and chopping started by Hancock, Piper and 
Schmitt, while Virchow was sent off to get permission from 
the land owner. The Frenchman was only ioO ^ladto accept 
the oiSer that we make a flag pole of Ids tree, and agreed that 
IMie m& piidced a good one. He even finished chopping it 
^fiimt aiia helped to trim it. Lol and beholdf When it was 
f!$j^^^«!d of branches and bark, it was as crooked as the 
mi^al dog's hind leg, hut painting and triming went on 
hxii blast, and moving orders saved us from making first 
class pole sitters of ourselves. 

Lowe and Tyson did the cooking with DeNardo and 
Ortega as chief assistants. Lowe marked all the ration boxes 
in Chinese to keep us out or at least keep us in indecision 
on our midnight snack raids. Some of the things Tyson had 
for breakfast on his mornings to cook were really interesting 




ST CORNEILLE: Ji can't help how it tastes, Lowe marked 
ell the ratioM in CMnewt' 



Warm Summer days and evenings found the First Pla- 
toon enjoying it's rest camp, andLt. Myers very cooperative. 
There were steak dinners in the nearby town of Montfort 
and swtaniag in the miU pond belov the paper mill* 
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Champagne was practically free by American standards 
2.00) and Lt. Myers even came out with a sniff ol his 
ration of booze for all, on the occasion of Yogi Okarma's 
birthday; which, uiddefitaliy, called for a week and a half 
of celebrating. 




Bedcheck Charlie had left us and in exchage we had 
the bees, which threatened to take over, as they were 
everywhere. It had been rfiiny and very little sunshine, ^ust 
what they needed to survive the rigors of life. They had 
enough to eat from our mess kits and hides to keep an 
average bee well fed ior all lus nalsaii^ Bfe, gp ^^fy should 
have been happy. 

Moviiig out St Cotneille for Sol^nfs ygm a mght. ftittie 
and MS: 6 X $ eanle down to help with the proceedings. So 
we took advaiitage of Ms presence to move everything not 

fastened down, and some things that we had to unfasten, 

The 6X6 was loaded with the lumber that was iormerly 
our houses, or rather our btiilt up tents. Two of the one-ton 
trailers were loaded with Lt. Myers' luggage, including a 
box three feet square which he protested was little, as it 
only held nine cubic feet; leaving one trailer and the back 
of one of the trucks for the kitchen and all the rations that 
Molinari had policed up, plus our personal loot Fortunately 
we hadn't had much time to acciuniilate much stuff in 
thft Um of. b03^?^ and foot iQsi^ers or we ymM never have 
abte to move. 

On the seventh of September, Headquarters and the Se- 
cond Platoon made the move across the continent to Vil- 
leneuve, near Etampes, France. The new bivouac area was 
in the middle of a deep forest, near a stone quarry and, 
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YILLENEUVE: Le chateau „Yilla vieus sm 

Qaarrie'i or Garthwaite and Robinson'$ 
glamourized pup-teni overlooking u sfone quarry. 



fm^^mVMt Anderson in front 0 M& 



ripe, and it looked as if all the time spent chasing the bees 
might eventually pay off. The contruction of houses was 
started, and we began to wonder if we could stay settled in 
one place long enough to make a house worth the trouble. 
One or two cold mornings justified the effort, and more, so 



\v e set about to make them air tight. 

The cemetery was small and the efforts were confined 
to occasional burials and disinterments. The latter were 
soon abandoned in favor of disintering parts o£ Paris* 

The town down the hill on the other side of the quarry 





U- S. Military Cemetery Villeaeave 
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VILLE^EUVE; Mikich. F. Garcia, 
Knight, Pearlman, Bristow, Quinn 

and Lt Barry before Soin^ swim- 



was very receptive to the Americans, and before lon^, prac- 
tically tad a hoioe and family to visit, vnth loany din- 
^m^^ of p^easamt eonverfta^on. 

Peas acqmred a duck as a pet, which he took to all 
social events on a string. One evening it violated soBxe rule 
set up by an Emily Post in diickdom, so Pens wnffig Jts 
neck and tearfully ate it. 

All the other platoons stopped in on overnight visits. 
The Fourth, on their way to St Andre, were invited in for 
dinner and a social police up of the area, The Third, 
on its way to Champigncul, stayed for three or four 
days with a rifle inspection and many other infractions of 
their good will. The First, on their way to Solers, arrived 
Itnticipaiiiig a bad time, but at^^if^tly caught the beast in 
good humor, as they escaped an evening in the hospi- 
tality of the friend of tfae in Boissy le Qixtte, and 
sharing pup-tents yrm l&e 'Itedquarters ^ct Second 
Platoon. 

The Fourth Platoon moved from St Laurent across 
Fiiance to the cemetery at St Andre, with many little de- 
tomrs for bridges out and mistakes in windage wiien the wsp 
was discovered to be upside down. Xt urss datk ivlsea they 
arrived, and the pup-tents were put up on the first spot 
of ground that was level enough to make a tired GI cont- 
forlable- There were some moves in the early hours of., 
morn when it was discovered that they had pitched thedi 
over an old morgue t^m^ 



Cemetery op^^jicais consisted of putting up and taking 
down the flag, so the Fourth Platoon got their rest. All 
efforts were concentrated on seeing Paris, and there were 
many volunteers for such details as taking in the mail and 
personal effects; in fact, ^ ijWWfe usually full of 

sightseers on those trips. 

On the sixteenth of September the Third Platoon made 
flie trip across France, and the entire company was in the 
same region- The trip itself presented some problems as 
Wilkinson became detached from the convoy. 

This poses a problem for the Lexicographers. Wilk says 
he was detached from the platoon, and the platoon says he 
stopped and they went on, not knowing he was gone, since 
he drove the last- vehicle of the convoy. 

The fact stands that they were fifty miles down the road 
before he was missed. Perry a^id Webb were dispatched 

to lodi for Wilkin^Em ^d MajpamngerSf Dowling, Dudiak, 
l^iie^, firediani, €b^, mi &dt Perry and Wehh fomid 
themi tiling them to meet the platoon at Chateau Thierry, 
before taking off again. Wilk waited and then took off on 
his own, arriving at Champigneul just aiier the platoon, and 
before Perry and Webb. 

There was a slight matter of the password and counter- 
sign that the service troops had that were guarding the 
cemetery. No one knew that to enter the area unmolested, 
one just had to answer the guard's i,Orange" with a seif 



confident „Bowl". None of the three sections of the platoon 
knew about this, and there were many little moments of fast 
talking while they convinced them that the 612th was on the 
American side. As if we iiaven't wondered that osu^selyeBf 
after some of the inspections and examinatici& 

The bivouac was in the heart of a pine forest near some 
foxholes our fathers dug on their visit during World War L 
The nights were cold and damp and a fire was a necessity* 
Some of the houses started to burn, but the occupants just 
turned over and slept on, being warm for the first time, 
Wilkinson and Lindt's was the first, followed by Toevs 
and Harr's. 

Operations consisted mostly of disinterments with Head- 
quarters arriving on the twenty-fifth to help along with their 
inspections, restrictions and such. Domestic strife reared 
it's ugly head as Headquarters set up it's mess in a separate 
paii pf the forest, and tried to live a s^ar^te life. Recon^ 
c^Uail^ and some manner of coopera^J^ Waft ft^eved, as 
tWe waa no labOT ss^ly and there w^ ^ve9 to dn£ 
in thife rocky ear^. 

Champagne was to be had by all, with the services of a 
, (bootlegging" Priest to deliver it to our doors. There were 
empties everywhere, and Fiske^ di4 A smashiTlg bugjneaat itt 
the disposal of the bottles. 

Pens acquired a rabbit, but soon gave it away. He soon 
found that it couldn't possibly pay as most of his spare time 
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"was required to pick dandelion leaves, the only thing it 
would eal- George explained ta tlie rabbit that it would 
have to start multiplying by squares and cubes to pay off, 
ItStii th© rabbit became too far in the negative, so he gave 
ieqp as anoiher failiire to make his iirst nuHion, ev^n if it was 
■oitlf la rabbits. 

The First Platoon, laden with enough lumber to build 
a good sized barracks, moved into an orchard near Solers. 
France on the twenty first, the last platoon to get their 
chance to see Paris, The cemetery was closed and lite be- 
came divided between two interests; Paris in the daytime, 
and Solers in the evening. Paris will come later, but Solers 
was something in itself. 

„Pappy" Hancock liberated a cafe and opened it to the 
men, changed in everything but name. He was bar keeper, 
Tjwih tjje prices dependijag on the condition of the party; and 
■flctor shew, vith piano sittsie varying from the blues while 
sober to varyism l^i^ ol jtve and boogie as the party got 
going. 

Paris was the first big dty we visited tJiat hadn't been 
bombed beyond recognition. However, it had had many 
unauthorized" visitors- When news got around of Wil- 
kinson and Perry's trip, there was a veritable stream of 
■612th trucks and jeeps on , .official business". "While in 
Si Comeille, Huggins, Freeset Rodewald, and Saddoris had 
iotmd it cm l^^auinpes m ih^ '^iisi^t^ of supplies. 



When they got back, the map was all marked up with 
detours, and Lt. Myers was sure that all roads must lead to. 
Paris instead of Rome, They had more flats in that two day 
jan^/^t^we had had since we acquired the vehicles. Paris 
mm m ^very toad and an h,our for a fl^t in front of the 
Arc de Ttiotnphe was a ^tnttst'' on evefyho^es' Kst. 

Most of us found ourselves located at a closed cemetery 
within easy reach of the city, so it was taken as the go ahead 
from Headquarters to see it while we had the chance, as 
they weren't looking". There v/cre eight men on a weapons 
carrier just to take in the mail in the morning; and drawing 
rations was an operation that usually had the whole platoon 
lined up to get on the trucks. Some passes were given, but 
most of us got past the iMPs by virtue of the vehicle's trip 
ticket and some fast talking. 

We stayed with the trucks to see such places as Notre 
Dame, Eiffel Tower, Champs de El^seS, Napoleon's Tomb, 
Arc de Tiri^Qe^^iei apd F^,^ 4^ Ibl Qp^era. The Tower was 
cl(^ed, but no otte v^as i&l^ lo> jiftd a lock on the. Sphinx 
Club, 

Some of us missed some of tliese lesser spectacles, as we 
were somewhat taken by the carelessness with which the 
average citizen rides her bike. The trucks were abandoned 
at a desigl^^ SpfOt* 100^ .%f jfieliciyi tO je^^^ t^e loisal 
color. 

Th^ mmi mmf ^i^^msnisalat activifies thai axe 
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PJiiS^S! Garfhwaite, Anderson, and Sunderland 
etfftilre the bvauiy of the Eiffel tower. (See text.) 



somewhat frowned upon, but els Jack Benny summed it up 
ih.it other day, „Only a novice smokes his cigarettes in Pa- 
ris . At a hundred francs a pack, we couldn't afford the 
habit. Fixler took the last bottle of cognac from a counter 
that was lined wiUa aiixigus. Colonels by bringing forth seven 
cigars. 

ifj^^ ^c^e^t^h^imre couldn't afford then, but some 
of ttOif^ ftsrt^itiaW yr^m able to get some of the famous 
perfumes and other souvenirs* Soon all items were too 
scarce and high priced for the average Gl to sweat out the 
lines that formed early in the morning. 

The Fourth Platoon moved into Fosses, Belgium, imme- 
diately behind the liberating armies, finding the people 
really hospitable for the first time. They took over a barn 
for living quarter^* m fe^t ^ te^^^iag. 3^i|tee)S left 
nearby Namur, 

In those days, a building of any sort was a castle, com- 
pared to the pup-tents and shacks we had inhabited all the 
way across France, The addition of double deck beds that 
Daugherty and Cikel found made it homey" indeed. 
Mattress covers were filled with straw, and the installation 
of electric lights gave it the finishing touch* Grayson and 
Shaff made their bed in a hay-filled farm wagon. 

On Ife s^hth of October, the First Platoon came to Fos- 

^t^ 'Sa&^, France. Tlie barn wasn't big enough to 
Mtf m they unloaded iStock of lumber ands^ Up 
i^t&m ^ adjoining field, following day, a dka^seb£ 

^^llJC^ilediT and they mov^d hx on the second floor. 




JOSSES; TUu^ Schlossberg, StpHt Zink^veTt 
Bia^im^i, ^fi^B, and Ruiter 'iji fm$ fifre 
chateau. 



The hostess, who lived on the first floor, was slightly 
demented, thinking alternately that we were trying to drive 
her out, and that she had been tqa The only method 

of finding out whi^ humor she wa$ ^m.- to call for Bill 
Virchow and has knowledge of French. We dispensed of 
his services when learned that she was good for several 
thousand dollars in real estate and tried to get in her good 
graces so that ws could get included in her will. 

Rodewald and Saddoris liberated a bar and dance hall 
in a little town called Rosalie. It became a veritable USD 
as they organized dances on Saturdays, like we were 
accustomed to having in the Old Country. 

Headquarters and the Second Platoon moved into a 
school building in the town of Aisemont, on a hill over- 
looking Fosses. They were the first Americans to come into 
the town, and v/sie given a hearty greeting. Within a week« 
anyone interested could easily get an invitation to dinner 
with a local family, and spend an enjoyable evening trying 
to make the little book^ on French and English work. 
Usually, the children lift &e feiH^V sitidled a little Eng- 
lish in school, so that obstacle v/as hurdled quickly. The 
village fathers got together and put on the first dance since 
^^mcm^^'^i and'We leamed to dance all ovez* again. 




■P^i^^i ^ . ^ Ske i3Slr^Biu0ess with whick ffte Mr^^ ci^iti 



d^^l^lions at the cemetery consisted of beat^Mca^cm, 
'trials and getting the records up to date. There were 

crosses to he aligned and plot corners to be set in cement 
blocks, a department which Sgt. Garthwaite took care of 
very welh On the crosses, nThe Eye" Schaff. Chief" Goes 
Aheadr Mock and Armenta had it down to a system of 
stringing guide wires and punching them down. The 
available trucks were sent to the air field at Florennes, 
where we alternately watched the planes and half 
heartedly shoveled gravel. We made four loads of gravel 
a day, and didn't hurt ourselves shoveling, but one or two 
days of that is all it takes for some aches and pains. The 
gravel was unloaded on the road through the cemeteryt 
where it ^imk like lead weight in quicksand. By Thanks- 
^yi^g, tke trucks couldn't go into the cemetery, as the mud 
was fcnee deep, and even tioye iom yih&^\ drive ou 
Weapons carriers wouldn't pisl!^^ biii 

The Second Platoon made daily trips to Overeppen, Bel- 
gium, where they tried to get some beautification done on a 
cemetery. There were many elements that didn't make for 
such accomplishments; the trip was 90 miles one way, over 
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some pretty well 'bs^^Eb^d out roads? and once there, it «^ 
two or three houTs w^Otk until lunch and time to start back 
'The people were somev/hat hostle and the buzz bombs were 
enough to convince them that it was too much effort to travel 
that far to work, The flying bombs came over m a fifleen 
minute schedule, and were very disconcerting* 

Disiuterai^k were tlie chief sotirce of l^eif^t for 




FOSSES: The Fourth Ploiaon enjo^ fC€ cnKun 




FOSSES: Dwyer, Sehhssberg. 
CaU<My 0B4^fi&mB loading rock 
for *^omk-'^ the cemeiery. 




METTET: Torres gives a GI pan 
it's daUy facUd. 



the men during the fall season at Fosses. A truck would 
leave in the morning with about five fellows as an average 
crew. Usually, the isolated grave could be located and the 
body removed by noon, and the unpleasant part of the day 
was finished. The drivers always took the long way back 
in order to make the most of the view of the Meuse Valley, 
and take in as many scenic towns as possible, Aside from 
the half hour's unpleasant work, the chance for a day out in 
the country and the satisfaction of knowing that another GI 
would be identified and giv?a a^better burial made the trips 
quite pdfSTllair. 

The thing most outstanding in the line of re^reatioQ 
the swimming pool at Jemeppe. Lt. Barry made the con- 
nections with the Solvay Company's branch in Belgium for 
permission to use the indoor pool of their recreation build- 
ing. It was most modern with headed floors and water, 
also a bar where refreshments were served. Knight, Mikich, 
and Goes Ahead outdid themselves trying to think of new 
ways of falling into the water from the diving board. Piper 
amused himself by pushing our rank-shorn" Captain into 
the pool, a practice he aiptly tenned „Apple polishing in 
rerearae". 

West^all got the projector in the town theatre operating 
and made a daily trip for the latest films from Special Ser- 
vice for us. His shows were well attended by the men and 
the civilians. 



S> ^^tary Cemetety A^diUy 
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In the hopes of getting the entire company together 
under one roofi we moved from Fosses to Mettet, some six 
miles away, on the first snowy day of winter. We were 
joined by the Third Platoon on the filteenth oi November. 

Our new hom^ was the oifiQes fi£ E^, manaf e-ciurinji dru^- 
^isi, and proved ideull for our purposes. There were |»l«0tf 
of little rooms, so by mixing the occupants among the pla,** 
toons, company friendships were once more regained. The 
main office was converted into a dining and day room by 
the addition of benches, tables, and a radio. Sunderl^d 
posted Ms ii^^ 1^ ke^|$$^iQlOt^44^^ front lines pro- 
gressed. 

Mike took over a l^le ^tise for the supply room. His 
stove was a warm spot all winter, probably through the 
efforts of the Draftsmen who took over its care and 
maintenance in exchange for rent oi a corner for sign 
snaking. The basement housed a carpenters' shop where 
Block, Bristow, Hamson, and Ruiter could be found most 
any day, either smoSing each other out or turning out cabi- 
nets, foot lockers, signs, and most anything in wood. Kam- 
mauH had an indoor garage in which he spent his days keep- 
ing the trucks in operating shape. The formal gardens in 
the back were converted into a parking lot by the addition 
of a few loads of gravel. 

The rain and mud increased proportionally with the ad- 
vandng season Bf Jbe^ INsi pf Demas^f ^ was practically 



impossible to get off a hard surface road without becoming 
stuck or finding floods with roads and bridges washed out. 

On December fourth, the Third Platoon left the mud- 
bound cemetery at Fosses for M.emil-la-Tour with the hopes 
of getting away from washing vehicles daily, shoes every- 
time they came into the building, and wifii^jig, afoilnd ceeje- 
teri^ that were practicaUy flooded. 

G^^al Lear dt^'t endear timsdf to us mxy more by 
coming oir^^s^s with the eaip%0as 4esire of upsetting our 
gravy traSfi. The physical exaifl^a^Hons brought out a num- 
ber of unused pairs of glassy and aching knees begfiza: to- 
give some of the men a bad time. 

The two cemeteries at Andilly and Limey left Lt. Staub's 
men with the idea that the entire world was about to wash 
away. The roads to the cemeteries were all but impassible 
and all the open graves were like wells. Shoveling the mud 
was practically impossible. Later, when it got really cold 
and the ground frozen, a pick would bounce off the piles of 
dirt as if they were stone. 

The Third Platoon's billet in Memil-la-Toiir was a 
chateau with an a joining bam and servants' quarters. The 
chateau was used as sleeping quarters, while Frediani set 
up shop with his records and typewriters in the bam. One 
room was set aside as a kitchen and dining room. 

General Lear called Dowling, Fisher, Fred Garcia, Har- 
ris, Richt^ W^^mdi^ ham the Third Platoon to start. 
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-sweating out the ,,repple dep|i!l^" and reassignment; 
leaving them without some of th^ best to operate the 
two cemeteries and prefonn the n^Bs^^^gf guard, KP and 
room orderly duties. 

It isn't every day that the clerks get out to the cemetery. 
Once, Frediani took some Medics in an ambulance to Icjcate 
the next open grave. The water in the grave had a crust oi 
ice frozen an inch thick, so the snow from the night before 
had completely camouflaged the hidden pit. ,,lt should be 
this one", said Frediani as he counted the graves off on his 
fingers. It was. They pulled him out of icy water up to 
his elbows. 

Back at MettcL with Headquarters, First, Second and 
Fourth PlatoonSi ,^Gabby" Calloway was coming in with a 
suspicious bump in his back pocket. The steps were icy, 
Gabby slid and fell* Upon il^tUu^ up, he telt something 
trickling down his W^* ^Q«H^t*l h(a|»e iiat''«'l^ood''T he 
^aidl ip .his^ drawl. 

Fwertai Fixler were intetiri^ted in their office by 
m i^^0iDtk^ CqIoq^. F'^l^^^to^ ^ught red handed 
-v^di mfe pot k Us hand, so took the oSetislVe hf 

dBering, „Would you join us in a cup sir?" 

' The Colonel sputtered and fumed, ended up by bawling 
Fixler out for not shaving, and complain^g ^^ttt the iaussk 
of coffee for lunch back at the billet. 

Inspections had caught up with us at this iuiieF' ^.ft l&ost 
nauseauting extent. There were almost daily visits by Ma- 
jors and Colonels mho would stop in for an inspection 
around lunch time ... on the same principle as the 
Deacon's visit on a Sunday afternoon. Things got so bad 
that Huggins was . getting up and having his bed made by 
ten or eleven o^lock. When things get like that, take our 
word for it, they w<^e strictly on rock, bottoim. We w^a:^ 
spending more \rasmng oft tiur sh&es atid dve^hoe$ 
than we were wortdng in the cemetery 

Capt. Rowntree had to do a lot ot searching to find 
cigars to pass out to the men ot the company when he receiv- 
ed official notification of the arrival of the daughter, Rita 
Ann on the sixth of November, 

Winter had come to the European Theatre of Opera- 
tions. Winter in the ETO was sometlungWC, attd a|l^»anm% 
the army, hadn't counted upon. 




Around Thanksgiving, the sun went under a blanket of 
gray, to be seen only rarely imtil Spnng> Rain, aSan^ Sl day 
or every other day, didn't have a chance to drf &t $oak 
int as the country was very hilly with rock ^it:i£t& tl9?^ the 
surface. The result was mud. 

This change in season found us Ttfith little isi the line of 
overshoes or rubbers and General Mud became an enemy 
of our feet as well as our vehicles. Muddy feet became 
wet feet, and wet l^ beqat^ae i?pc^)ttve to treddb loot ^ 
too easily. 

From the inside looking out, winter in Belgium was a 
beautiful sight. The wind blew the snow against the trees 
and hillsides in various designs. For the camera bugs there 
were pictures aplenty oi snow-boimd country scenes and 
vapor trails left by #e h^so^MSls jstd ^b0f dm ^ tm* 




ASTWERP: Zinkevcz. Schhssbsrg. Stoli. Schmitt, Virchow, 
Huggins, Lt. Myers, Climer, and Hancock, „. . . like biTds in thi 
tffiiderrtf^ molfjnj hr the bambt io fadl." 



ia^%m. % ^n^e are any sbow lovers kft in this company, 
-^^m^lie clerks. 

The teee deep mud in the cemetery got a treacherous 
crust on it and later froze into an unchipable rock. 
Overshoes ..weren't authorized" until practically too late, 
the possession of a pair from outside sources being a 
criminal offense. The overcoats we had managed to keep 
from turning in to storage in England saved a lot of cold 
moments. Another chill preventer was the cabins built 
around the driver's seat of the trucks. Doors and a roof 
kept out the cold winds and snow, while the heat of the 
motor made them very comfortable- The road from Mettet 
to Fosses yaa a sheet of ice all winter; tjie frpnt wheel 
drive on to. 3bd to puU ^ <iat ^ diti^ ta&Q:y 

times. 

On the £og£y afternoon of December tiineteenth, the 
Fir^t Platooa augmented by Westfall's section of tiie Seeaad 
Hafeaofl (Meagher, Quinn, White, and Aleatander) left te 
a mysterious assignment in Antwerp. The rain stopped 
around Charlcroi, but the fog got progressively worse until 
the birds wouldn't even get out and walk, much less try to 
go to Antwerp. The „bulge" was starting and some of the 
men had the idea that it might be attiEcal fog to hide the 
operations, 

The buzz bombs with their sound muffled by the cloud 
layer, came down the road to Charleroi, making us feel like 
ants looking down a ritle barrel. 

Hancock. Jackson, and Piper were out in front of the 
convoy running ahead of the jeep with a handkerchief and a 
flashlight. A brief rest was called at the Red Cross Club 
in Brussels while we sought someone who could lead ihe 
way out of town. People would rush up to us and ask if we 
knew lAdiere the Genaaij» wer^ at ih^ mom«^. 'Ihe riimor 
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had it that they had the road cut between Charleroi and 
Brussels, leaving the civilians noticably preturbed. 

Three hours were spent in Antwerp trying to locate Lt. 
Clack and Brandt who had preceeded us by a day to find 
out what the deal was and locate a billet. The search was 
unfruitfui, so we unrolled our bed rolls on a cement floor 
in the Belgian Barracks outside of town, and tried to get 
some sleep between buzz bombs. 

The following morning a billet in the ioim of an abandon^ 
«4 Domestic Science School was located by Myers, 
.Hi^ m%4^ the move. The Bei^m 3mmk^ x^oelved a, 

We were to supervise the clearing of a bombed theatre, 
aft4 take the GIs back to the cemetery at Fosses in our 
trudts. Two men were maintained on the scene oi ope- 
rations 24 hours a Jay, while the others tried to sleep and 
maintain a ^uard at the billet. 

There was little to do at the scene of the bombing, except 
gaze at the §ss$ md irf tp convmce one's self &at the next 




ANTWERP: The chwck intercepts 



buzzer wouldn't blow that addage about lighting sky high. 

A parade of GIs back and forth from the entrance to an 
adjoining restaurant that was bombed out aroused our curio' 
sity. Investigation yeilded the sourse of interest < * . «i 
cellar £^11 o£ wine. We ^pt in Ime,. and brought o^t ^wt 
coals ittlj 'Qii^ fair iwic0 and pa$sec! the ^dod wt^ on t0ihe 
cetli^. to mmsMi, tel a supply for a CWt^w and 

New Year s celelsrailioii yAfk some left over. 

The street on which the school was located pointed 
directly at the source of the buzz bombs. The fellows on 
guard could see the little red speck long before the buzz of 
the motor could be heard, so they would give the alarm and 
all of us would come out to watch it. The usual run was 
directly over our heads and on over town for four or five 
seconds. Then the motor would cut out and it would glide 
into the target. The explosion, three to fifteen seconds laterf 
would light the entire sky, followed by a deafening roar. 
Jake got them timed and had a schedule worked out by 
which he could foretell to the second when the guard would 
come in and annoimce another bnizer on tap, 

Jake was probably the most composed of the group, 
t^composed" meant that he didn't £nd himself lying beside 
tihc curb or under a truck after the bomb had passed over. 

The ones thai ne»Uy made the lines under our eyes were 
the rockets, or V*2s, They wotild sneak in at some 3,000 
miles per hour^ completely unannoimced^ letting off their 
little pressure as a total Stapafise. One wasn't considered 
^q«e enough to warrant smother strakkt| of 1^ worn 



rabbit's foot if it didn't lift you off the floor at least two- 
inches. 

There was a little or nothing in the line of recreation as 
an order had closed all show^ ifiid public meoirngs of 25 or 
more people. There wetC OWe m two little bars in the 
neighborhood y^/bm you eoidd try to drown the nobe of a 
buzzer with some poor beer or cognac and listen to sa&fsmi 
the latest records from America. The cats were kliodli^33^, 

tk^a^-m mi the t,Dipsy Doodle^" mi otii^ r««t^ 
telda^St so ihai nsf idly biscme Adl mi ism itk i0 tt^ 
point where aH mt itf^imi hams l^^iM iT^af ^ 
some sleep. 

After a week, we didn't get up to look at the buzzers any 
more, but would just lay on the floor talking, sleeping or 
listening to Pappy play ,,Here We Sit, Like Birds in the 
Wilderness" on a piano that had borne rnore than its share 
of the war, but had responded to some doctoring by Schmitt, 

Christmas night was one of the highlights of the stay in 
Antwerp* Lt, Mye^ had talked the Mess Sergeant of the: 




. . . W3W yea 4sa*i . . . 



outfit with whom wc were eating into giving lis a separate 
room for our turkey dinner. We brought in our wine and 
had a real celebratioii- It was there that Freese gave his 
immortal recitalkm ol „Q^^ at the Bat*' vsmi ft foot long 
driun stick f rofii tise tekfijy m a bat; for aa «^core, he reci- 
ted his celebrj^E^ version of ,,Dangerotis Dan McGrew". 

Most of m vm^ asleep fhe MIotm^s^ mocnilt^ >rh^ ^ 
buzz bomb was intercepted by tibe t^tm^ ste^le. we wen^ 
rudely awakened by foot square chunks of plaster hitting 
us in the face and the tinkling of the flying glass. A quick 
survey showed us minus many windows, doors, walls, and 
a church a half block away. Jake woke up, dowsily askedi 
,,Anybuddy hurt", rolled over and ntf^ b^dig "la' -«1'0^' 
without waiting for an answer. 

The rest of us were more noticably disturbed. PiffS^?^' 
was organized and Lt. Myers coaxed into approaching the 
powers that be to see if we could go home, We shined his 
brass and shoes, shook the plaster out of his Air Corps 
jacket and sent him off. It wasn 1 that we were yellow, but 
we couldn't find the rabbit's foot in the rubble. 

On New Year's Eve, we packed our wash cloths and 
tooth brushes and got into the trucks to go to dinner and. 
back to Mettet; and, we hoped, the company. The news on 
the radio had Left us wondering if we would find the men 
there or not. 

We ai^ with (0S eye on the dinner^ anti the other on the 
ceiling. A &o£b Mtthig somewhc^ with no warnings 
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hy hitting the road for Mettct, fi^i^i^. He jumped from 
the tahle with his feet fanning the ground. His pants got 

caught on the back of the chair on the way down, and he 
just hung there running forty miles an hour but getting 
nowhere. 

Mettct wasn't much better-'The company was still there 
when the First got bade, biit the bulge had advanced to 
TArithin fifteen miles, and it wouldn't have taken many more 
strafixLgs or paratrooper attacks to convince them that it was 
no place ftar a, Gr^i^ Registratioa CoQmany aiiined with ^0 
•caliber h.^¥f ftml^ carbines mfii ifzli&mff Snivels. 

Tyler's favorite shelter from the buzz bombs was under 
liis bed. Lt, Steegmuller verified this by saying that he 
■could see him from his spot under the couch. 

Plans had been made for the coming attack if it should 
be made. The trucks were always gassed and headed out 
towards the gate. We slept in our clothes and shoes with 
our rifles loaded and gas masks handy. The guard was 
trebbled with shoot first then interrogate" orders. All 
equipment was marked to separate the equipment we j^^t 
abandon from the Mqrniii^ Report forms and other ^^ces- 

By Christmas, the Infantry had called men from the 
company to such an extent that even Posey was called from 

his spot by the supply room stove to pull a shift of guard. 
He was standing at his post when a 6 X 6 drove up, and 



was challenged by Trigger-Happy. Little realizing his life 
was in the hands of a Texan armed with a carbine, the 

driver asked, ..Where do you want this load of men?" 

,,0h just set them off at the cemetery", was Posey's 
reply. 

One heck of a yelp came from the back of the truck, and 
Posey discovered that the men the driver had referred to 
were ex- Infantrymen and transferees arrivi|ig to bring our 
company up to strength during the bulge* 

Practically frozen to death, but very much alive were; 
Benet, Cook, Driscoll, Flory, Frazier, Galaz, Garofoli, 
Garza, Jefferies and Kuglioski. Also sharing the overstuffed 
scats and enjoying the air conditioning that made the back 
of a 6 X 6 so popular were; Labrecque, Leonetti, Lowen* 
stein, Matsuo, McCarthy, Mooney, Nail, Newbold, Proctor, 
Santora and Savoy. 

Sunderland's map of the front lines was completely out oi 
date, but was a source of courage as the advances weren't 
posted until the rumors had increased proportionally. 

The airfield at Florennes was raided by paratroopers, 
bringing MPs continously running up and down the roads 
herding them in. They were dressed in army clothes, but 
didn't come back with the right answers when asked how 
many double chocolate raalteds six bits would buy at 
Sloppy Joe's greasy spoon. The MPs were stopp^ig every- 
body on the road asking such questions. 
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U* S, Mtlitary Cmm^^ Mokislioek 



The English had set up a General Command Post in Met- 
tet, with radio communications with tibe front at all twss, 
giving us the latest news, 

Dinant was strafed New Year's Eve, which was all too 
close for our comfort. We used to stop in there for a brief 
rest on the ws-y back from disinterments. 

The following day, a Major made it down from some 
Headquarters to give us an inspection of our quarters. Many 
thirty year men were made when he discovered the nails in 
ihe rooms for mess kits weren't of uniform height. 

Inspections were the chief plague for the following 
month. An orange peel on the driveway set up a bigger 
explosion than any buzz bomb, leaving us muttering many 
nnprintables, consumated by, itThey'U never. believe this at 
home!" After all these inspections, policing the area and 
Gring the barracks, morale hit an all time low. A com- 

rvf meeting was called with the officers trying to straighten 
out. Dwyer expressed all our opinions by coming out 
with an oratorical gem, to wit: „Lieutenant, tbe I^MlCftl^ of 

this outfit adds up to zero point !" 

The Fourth Platoon lost Armenta, Calloway, Carr, Gran- 
del, Ortiz, Roberson and Spinks around the first of the 
year. 

Trippel's Morning Report for the twenty first of January 
caused him more delay than the usual ,fNo change". Fixler, 
Ruiter and Virchow had slmped out for detached service in 
Holkmd. -wate la charge of mneteries, one at 



Molenhoek, the other at Son, Holland. They tried to mab 
us think that they were really working, but all the evideuci 
leads to the conclusion that they busied themselves at put 
ting up and taking down the flag, However, Sgt. Virchov 
did receive a gratifying letter of commendation as a resul 
of their work there, proving first impressions are not neces 
sarily just. After four or five months, they rejoined the com 
pany looking like changed men. Life couldn't have been ioi 
bad, as they have been the first to volunteer for trips in tha 
section ever since. 

Life wasn't a paid vacation for all of us, though. Bad 
in Mettet, Lt. Barry got orders to open a cemetery nea 
Liege to take care of the bulge casualties. Around the twen 
tieth of January, he took Harrison and Hartsell up to j 
depot in Liege, from which they would choose a site. Th 
following day, Hartsell came back to Mettet, and was replac 
ed by the Surveyors: Garthwaite, Quinn and Pens. Aftc 
much wading around in the knee deep snow^ a site wa 
selected near the imm <rf NeiCTE)% ^ 3t If^Oiisli mear lb 
town of Rotheux. 

On the twenty-second of January, the Second Platooi 
moved up to the school building-billet in Rotheux; bringin 
Hanson, Piper, Robinson and Tyson with them, 

The surveying was done in two or three days. Inside o 
a week, the laborers were finishing the first row of grave 
when it happened ^ <p * in the night a buzz bomb landed t 
^'ile^^pmcal cenl^ cl #ie n^w i^s^e^rf makmg a hot 
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METTET: Lt Barry questions Sunderland on tha front 



NEUVILLE: Oar country home with buzz bomb air 
epnditioniiig. 



A new site was located in the same vicinity and the pro- 
cess repeated. The test holes revealed the v/ater supply 
angle with a new light. The water was gushing out of some 
of the from Bpm$& nademcaili t^e laeltiag saow. 




U. S. ^^Gferi^ Ge^leif Ktm?^: 



some thirty feet in diameter; revealing a network of tile 
pip0&. The laborers Imi^ all the time that the field was 
ih^ water supply of tfee fdwn, but the information had to be 
Masted out ol ih&nu 
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NWVlLLE: Armd iht it^t^ Wasiiall. Sfarns. Pearlman. NEUVILLE: Tyson end 'DriscoU 

fn^j/a* Tyton ond URarHmt Cfl^ey dinner in the mirrorad look on as Cabrera shows how it's 
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Surveying was contintied, thOUgti, as it X^9tjd9^ttch a good site 
for the cemetery, 

The German cemetery location had to be cleared of 
ammunition and mines by Bomb Disposal Squads- Alter a 
morning's work, the road in front of the plot was piled high 
with explosives, shells and bullets. A charge and luse was 
attached and ignited by a Captain of the B. D. S., and he 
and Lt. Barry got in the jeep to repair to a safe distance, 
Aiter fifty feet of escape, a fiance in the rear view mirror 
revealed a Belgian civilian coming out of the woods on a 
bicycle directly towards the burning fuse and explosives, 
The more the yelling increased^ the faster the Belgian 
cycled towards certain obliterldioix. In desperation, the 
Captain fired several shots over the bewildered Belgian's 
headf sending him off to the woods in amazement at his 
ffliberateurs' . The jeep's tarpaulin was somewhat ventila- 
ted, but Lt, Barry and the Captain escaped physically 
tmscathed. 

All this bomb disposing was started by a horse setting 
<M a rifle grenade with his hind foot, making a pile ol red 
pointy of himself. He had the honor of having the first 
"bttt^ in cemetery. 




NEVVILLE: WtMtfuU and Engle (back- 
ground) slip into tk«^ „poTtrmt of a ehatr" 
by one oi our cnmnbitRf timaimm 



Lt. Barry earned for himself many new nicknames and 
■coined some new egressions at his cemetery. Just after 
the cemetery waff WOt* there was all sorts of brass out 
to see how thinfa tmning. Most of the Majors and 

Colonels came %p frQ# ^ depot thinking that ikif might 
A? well sm m. cmfk^^f aw tiwtt they had been appointed 
heads 0£ Bej^^tmtkia 'te the depots. In hopes of 

starting out 11^ ttie t^t foot, Lt. Barry got^ .niany men as 
he could out in 1^ ^ew cemetery, and told ikem to look as 
busy as possible when .^The Colofiel" showed up, so he'd 
think things were going in high gear. We sat around in three 
feet ol snow, jumping for our shovels and picks every time 
a vehicle would come near. When the Colonel did come 
(the first time in our army careers one did show up when 
expected) we jumped to the shovels and picks, trying to 
look interested in shoveling the snow back that someone had 
just put there when the Colonel booms out for all to hear, 
,,Get these men in out of the cold, Lieutenant!" 

Quinn and Pens were put to the Draftsman's task of 
measuring out and staking off the corners of the graves for 
the civilian diggers, ,,lt's good eyewash", said the Lieute- 
x&aat, as the pegs started to ^row* Tha pegs began to make 
% t«f|dar checker-boaird patM^ ^cr^f^i^is Seraing, and the 
^mmf of the ^i^^ b^^ U M »jlyewash'* Barry 



called them in for a consultation as to why they weren't put- 
ting down more pegs, seeing that they had taken two days 
to make a ntBiir iQ^uinr^ la^i^^ si^ppQ9ed to 
matters. 

All Quinn could get out in his defense IjiA begin- 
nings of the usual nWell, er, ah; Lieutenant, ilV li&e this 
. , .'V ndieii ^ve lto'^h^ axui toc& ttVer &e 




HMWILLE: MarkowUz. Pens. Garza, and AlfjEOlU^fr 
outside Bristow and Hanson's chateau. 



offensive, Don't 'con* xffi^Pcns", spake the Lieutenant, 
putting a stop to whateVeir reins might have thought up in 
their defense- 
One sunny day, a storm burst forth when Lt. Barry 
discovered a corner of an orange peeling on the gravel road 
leading to the cemetery. The offending peel lay some one 
quarter mile from the cemetery on Barry's Boulevard". 
After threatening courts-martial, restrictions, and all other 
hardships except two years in Siberia; he came out with 
another gem in reference to the inspectors; ,, Paint all the 
posts and trees, fill all the holes, fix up the entrance, and 
erect the signs; they don't look at the cemetery, anyhow!" 




DRAFTSMEN: Baagkfrfy, Fipw and Robitaon 
tttke a bnah to enjoy fftn^ firii CoA« in a y*ar. 



In all fairness, it should be said that Lt. Barry saw that 
every man got a pass into Liege with a morning or after- 
noon off, and made sure there were trucks available to take 
the men into the shows in the evenings* 

Tyson and his protege, Labrecque set up a kitchen, and 
^^peration from the men getting the rationSj put out 
some of the best ineals we have seen m th^ ETO. He 
endeared himseU to ^ i&m % hft^t^ ootfee mi mkk 
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or cookieB s«i^t£^ «^remngs. There was alwaf^ iOs^ 

XMn^ for a sttfidwi^ aHer&e trip back from the show. 

Pens and Quinn had their fortunes made, pooling Quinn's 
liquid assets and the Hamilton business connections to buy 
a bicycle, f,We'll rent it ior one hundred francs a night 
and have it paid off in five hundred renUn^Bi without paying 
the times we use it", was the Fens rekst^t^t^i Qota ipt 
cold feet and sold it at a slight loss. 

The First Platoon left the Headquarters and the Fourth 
Platoon at Mettet on the second of February, going to 
Grand Failly, France. The best description of Grand Failly 
is that it would be called, „A sleepy little town" in the 
States, except that it had been sleei^^ ^ce Cohuubu^ set 
sail, and rigor mortis had long s^ce Si^ln, T|jt0te jttSt wasfi% 
anything doing, 

The only activity to be seen in Grand Failly during their 
entire stay was a man walking down the street ringing a bell 
announcing that a hog was to be slaughtered. No one paid 
any attention to him, but he rang his little bell as though he 
was announcing V — E da^ , went home, slaughtered his hog 
and retired to sleep it off. Things weren't exactly dead in 
Qrand Failly, but a cigarette butt lay on the street for a 
flt& ilve minutes before being sniped. To a civilian, that 
m&ijat ^ttle, but it beat the £T0 record by some four minu- 
tes Iflf $ecos^ fiat 



The c^etery hm^u hitet him jpM^ vMkm ^ lietite 
ant and Hs dri^ were lost. Tlief ccmldii'l Ifetid their wi 
back to their base, so they asked a civilian the way to tl 
main route. The road indicated led over hills, cow pat. 
and backwoods roads to the highway some five miles awa 
On the way over the detour they got stuck in the mud at 
noticed what a level spot it was. Upon reaching the highwi 
they marked the spot on the map and came back to it lat 
to make the cemetery. The town in which they interrogati 
the civilian was Grand Failly and they got stuck on top 
th« yj^^ yU in tlw IqseaH^. 

Beautification operations were started wh^n the Thii 
Platoon relieved the First, the First returning to Headqua 
ii^s at Mettet. 

Lt. Staub imported three hundred prisoners, having the. 
build their own stockade near the cemetery. They woii 
have guarded then^elyes, tQo, had not a Service Cpm^ 
been called ^ ftMret^i. 

After a wet rainy winter there was much to be done f( 
the cemetery. First, the road was widened and gravele4 
next, gravel paths were made around the plots and to othi 
spots in the cemetery; the graves were levelled and ti 
crosses aligned. 

The pnson^ wer0 p>nt to some olb^ ^lAks by the ij 
g^tei T^i^« One, a ba^iker, came in evening, spent 
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US^m^bm &ms^ Grand Failly 
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Big some five ^st^s baking cakes, cookies and fancy 
pastries for the men and the guards. When he finished, he 
lodked the pastries away ior safe keeping and went to look 
for the guard to take him back to stockade. Others were 
used in giving the btnlding its daily scrubbingf cleanings 
dusting, washing disheSt laundry and in general, anything 
the men had grown to resent having to do while in the 
army. 

This surplus of valets left the Third with time on its 
hands to take care of some ends it had been forced to let 
fall behind while working harder at other places. Rogers 
took to building airplanes, spending his few waking hours 
on a giant with a wingspread of some nine feet. It never 
got out if he had planned to ride it back to the states, but 
the plans and the plane suffered somewhat on the premier 
flight, because the i>1aae obHt^ate^ i^^/W loofi^ 
against a tree. 

Lt. Staub broke out a bottle of real American made 
watered scotch on the occasion of a party some of the boy9 
were throwing. It lasted only for one little n%'|»er'lBlU) &y 
virtue of the fact that they held Baxley's aose^ 

O^Domiel and Toevs left after many heartfelt goo^yes 
to 9msaA out the depots as General Jjmt ire^y ^ora doFwn 
oa tiis inanpower shortage problem. 

Bryant, BurmaHi Le^etUf Nail, Renteria, Ruscigno and 
Santora were the first of tiie 612th men to get to Germany. 
They were sent to Niederbreisig, Germany to take care of 
the Graves Registration work for the 56lh QM Base Depot. 

The First platoon, now Detachment C" left Headquar- 
ters and the Fourth Platoons at Mettet once more, for 
Marchc, Belgium, where they set up housekeeping in the 
Hotel de la Cloche. Lowe and Mooney opened their mess 
hstll cm 13ie twentietii of February, 




MARCHE; Brtasudt^, Fallerion toad Hui^im disam 
fii^ir^it^ pidiitie* am ^risadl loom 9tu 



Operations at Marche consisted of following Engineers 
with mine detectors for miles through the Ardennes Forest, 
bringing bodies out. More than once, a glance stopped the 
foot from tripping the wire on a booby trap. The more ,,Gun 
happy' souls got their fill by opening up with a machine 

fun or automatic rifle that lay against a tree since the bulge' 
he Engineers entertained themselves with bigger thing* Wt^ 
shells and nunes, so a noisy time was had by ail. Mac gave 
a demonstration on the op^^tioci'of sm 88. „lt's mold road 
pm&*% he said as he pmei ^« i^fe^ The landed on 
4 hMmis mi. Mac landed cm Ms sonth side. 

Tke noise wasn't all in the forest, either, Huggins and 
LL ^yers had a rather forcibly expressed difference of opi- 
oion resulting in Hn^^te fe&mmg far a tnief stay witti 
Head^arters, 

With all the welcome of the traditional mother-in-law* 
Headquarters left the Fourth Platoon with its original in- 



vestment in Fosses and proceeded to Neuville to join the 
Second. A larger home was found in a hunting lodg^, Tbe, 
mirrored ball room was made into the cUo^ ttjgomti H^m^^^ 
deer head studded den becommg the epia$iiisi^ room for 
the Morning Reports and the Captain's olSde* 

Buzz bombs were still a plague as they would fall short 
or be intercepted by the saucer shaped hills forming a natur- 
al barricade for Liege^ Its food and Engineer depots were 
considered a rich target by the buzz bomb navigators. The 
nearby ix| MiSmeim «^|ex«d filkfy five hits durii^ the 

siege. 




SURVEYORS: Garthwaite leveU ap 
b^0T€ za-oittg in »mc cnattM, 




C^S^S;^ Okarma gets the p^m^M 
ri9r«dt written up before mak^ 
tmbossed plate. 



Uc S. Military Cemetery Foy 
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A ^^^^P^^^^ ^ tibte drone of buzz bombs, LUy Pons and 
Andr& Kostelanitz g&m a very inspiring qoncert in Liege, 
wbicli was att^ded by all music lovm im tie Second Pla- 
toon and Headquarters. Side -yfimmii m 
sang ,31ue Danube" and „Lb Hescr -tJie gentle latlc'* as 
Pearlman had predicted. 

After a month, the Fourth Platoon came to Marche to 
relieve the First. Collecting operations were continued, 
with the bodies bemg taken to Neuville for the Second to 
take care of. Schaff and Melancon were Mi ^ $m^ md 
lower the flag at Fosses. 

From Marche, the First proceeded to Bastogne and an- 
other hotel. This one was rather run down, the last occu- 
pants havmg left some holes in the walls in their haste to 
leave, The roof leaked with the, ^^ti^ t&m md the drain 
to the sink m the room occupied fey Tifns apstiiS. right over 
Freese s desk on the floor below. 

We shared the building with some Twenty eighth Infan- 
jTr and Signal Corps men. It took a map of the buildind to 
find the guards and KPs with all four floors occupied by so 
many different companies. The main lobby was converted 
into the dmmg room and day room, A piano was found and 
nulled to us by the parting Infantry, a keepsake we kept 
with us for many months. Pappy Hanco(^ gave out with 
atter dinner jam session almost -ie^enmrf, a^traefikitf 

crowds from all over town. ^ 
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it out. 

At the Foy cemetery, which is approximately eight miles 
north of Bastogne, Piper, Rodewald and Zinkevcz built 
^^fc^j^d moved in to act as guards. The shack had a 
«te Wimtittt plumbing and a stove for heating and cooking 
m mm^taxsi breakfatst or mid^^t soacl^ 



U. S. Military Cemetery Henri Chappelle 



Operations consisted mostly of getting battleiield casual- 
ties from the forests, and burying them at the cemetery. 

The woods were thick with abandoned rifles, machine 
guns and ammunition. Jake set up a rifle range outside the 
front door, to while away the hours. A German machine 
gun would shoot a coffee can full of ammunition at a sitting 
and MpoHcing the brass" in anticipation of a possible in- 
spection was one of the mornmg rituals. 

The Fourth Platoon, collecting Melancpn and Sctaff 
from their vacation at Fosses, left Marc^e fof Hesn Cliap- 
pelle on the twenty third of March. 

The casualties of the bulge were handled at Henri Chap- 
pelle to a large extent. It grew to be the largest cemetery 
in the ETO, with operations being plagued and harassed by 
visiting Generals and other assorted and interested brass. 

The Fourth Platoon billet was a monestary, no less, The 
Nuns were more than hospitable to the men. They insisted 
on doing such favors as laundry and mending and their fee- 
lings were hart il they Q^^ft^ f& ^^^r ^dt^ &Qe Work 
they did. 

"I^ere were liiovies for recr^tioit, &ttt»pl^ fey anotiicr 
company that was helping them out. 

Packing its newly acquired piano into one of the trailers, 
the First Platoon rolled on for Luxembourg and the ceme- 
tery at Hamm, On the second of April Li Clack found them 
far pay and rations in a school building at Hamm. 




HASfMt Obeamit* St^ln tmd Zinbeocx loah over the 
cemeiery. 



Okarma, Rddewald, and Ztiilee9e2 Wted at l^e Amemsm 
cemetery and Climer and Piper at the German. 

Tyson rejoined us, sharing t&e culinary department with 
Mooney; Lowe hamnf left for tlie Thkd ^latcKm ai Cki^d 
Failly, 

Blp(^ busied himself with carpentry wpric with his able 
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BASTOGNE: After Lt. Myers pulled the tOi)^ 
olfi Hapcock decided the little pistol was Itel^t 
than freexing ufiih his boot^ ofK 





man the CeTman'\ ^ocs 9ome etirpmfery mork> 



assistant, „Herman the German"". ,,Herin the Heinie" was 
a little boy about ten years old that came with a group of 
his compatriots tpplay iii the school-y^d while sdaool was 
closedL mA m^ beeum^ lasi and, 3i««^IWs to 



say, Block had him helping with the other end of the saw 
and many little boy sized task. 

„The Loot" lived up to his name by acquiring a whole 
armful of swords to lug around. By this time his nine cubic 
foot box (3X3X3) was pretty well filled with odds aed 
ends of that nature. 

Piper was ordered to make a sign reading: ,,6l2th QM 
Gr, Reg, Co., Detachment ,Q', Gerald H. Myers, Comman- 
der." A placard for his desk would have taken up the whole 
table top; ,,DetaGhmenl Commander, Post Commander, Pro- 
vost Marshal, Supply Officer, Morale Officer, Graves Re- 
gistration Officer" and many others he thought up in his idle 
moments. 

Pappy found a tired old radio that would pull in one 
station, Radio Luxemtraurg, ten miles away. Tki^ broadcast 
'vm9 iali 4a French and German. SO it soon becaine a ^^e^ 
of furniture. The company ttia;t came in to relieve them was 

very new on the continent and had no radio, so after 
snowing them with a blizzard of sales talk he sold it to them 
for some thirty five dollars, probably the biggest swindle 
since Manhattan brought twenty lour dollars, retail. 

Operations consisted mostly of disinterments. Every 
Saturday night, there would be an all night session getting 
the forms ready to meet the deadline early Sunday. 

One rainy aiteraoOQ, a Maj^r General came in, startling 
all and smdry to ^^^ent^tBO one even said nboo" be- 





ll S. Military C^oele^ Mmm 
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GMmAifr* jtifii'&m'' mn^rhst too wdi 



,«0/o/.c/ 6.r,./. i^rinsing thS baTil 

an American cemetery. 




U.S. Military Cemetery l^nMe^ 



U. S. MilHaih^ C&mi^mf Butzbach 




iore lie was in tte room. He wanted information on the 
location of a grave in the cemetery. Piper offered to search 

card file for tiiteiiame, coming back with the verdict that 
it wasn't there. 

Don't tell me'Stlffli't there!" boomed the General. Sure 
enough, there 3te missing card several letters out of 
^pji^»etiqal @i^er, After the General had gone, Lt Myers 
t&tnt out Ms place of safety under a bed to bawl the 
still blushi^ l^p^ ^t eallio^ ih^ Gm^^ a U$t. uli 
isn't done!'* he said. 

Jackson's section^ consisting of Block, Lowenstein, New- 
bold, Piper, Schraitt, Stein and himself, set off to do Graves 
Registration work for the 53rd. QM Base Depot at Ingel- 
heim. The 53rd. wasn't expecting them, and had nothing 
for them to do, so they took advantage of the situation by 
writing letters by the dozens, seeing ..Meet Me in St Louis" 
three times a day, and trying to convince Low^siela fee 
couldn't sing the title song like Judy Garland. 




WGELHEIAf: Xeu-'bold end SchmitI bubble inthusicsm 
as Lowenstein sings. „Meet Me in SL Lousy", louisily. 




INGELSSIM: JJrr Schmitt all but kHh ITwd*^ pm 
a rubdown. 



The Fourth Platoon left Henri Chappelle, April twenty 
third for Ittenbach, Germany. They found a large home 

that was left in somewhat of a haggard condition. The last 
occupants had inventoried all the furniture, pushing such 
impedimentia as a concert grand piano off a second story 
ledge, just to hear it crash. There was two days of house- 



Operations consisted mostly of battlefield recoveries 
with a few disinterments. 

Information got around that the bridg^.op the Autobahn 
was under danger of attack so a two mm ^uard *as iiel up. 
Before Long, the guard XQstec 13^ but sjheet 

fltad not an enemy coat^^e^ 'fe d^^ktlon al^ough ntatiy 
came to lay down thrar ansts^ 

The First Platoon moveet fhto two neighboring duplex 
houses in Butzbach, Germany on the last day of April. The 
homes were complete with kitchenettes, inter-room tele- 
phones, and a supply of building blocks which employed the 
Lieutenant's attention for the duration of the stay. The 
piano was left outside in the trailer, with the evening jam 
session being held on one of the residential streets of Butz- 
bach. By the time Pappy had worked into , .Green Eyes" 
for Titus, heads were sticking out all the windows. 

There were dishes enough to go around so family style 
meals were instituted. „Deacon" Tyson said grace before 




INCELHEIM: Jackson. Block. Newbold. Schmitt, Stein, 
emd Piper kad the 53rd has nothing tor them to 40' 




MEDICS: Zinkecvz writes up an 
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p. X. RATIONS: Anderson and Lt. Clack (back^rour^d j 
sell rattans ham the jeep trailer to Okarma and Piper. 




meals, and Lt. Myers demanded our atiendance at break- 
fast; a habit most of us had gotten out of. 

Jake and Rodewald moved into a pyramidal tent at the 
cemetery, acting as guards and raising the flag in the morn- 
ing. In their spare time, they rebuilt a motor cycle from 
parts to be found in the junk yards. After many miles on 
GI gasoline, it failed in a concussion test with a telephone 
pole. Flory carried the tired and broken machine home 
and reported, ,,Hey Lootenunt, here's your motor cycle". 
There was a little explosion when the Lieutenant stepped 
out the door mi. Ms&&if^Bei im^0i&€ Wo^^g^ Mfi 
Kiddy Kart. 

Eirt^iybody remembers the First of May as the day 
Headquarters and the Second Platoon moved to Ittenbach 
with the Fourth. To the men of the Second, it meant the 
epd of an easy life with prisoners and civilians doing all the 




KR^ZNACH. Yogi looks 
fAe man in bed No. 4 takes the pills 
marked ^Okarma"* 



Pens bought a washing machine and set out to make his 
fortune in the laundry business, using prisoner labor. He 
was making money hand over foot with his Polish laborers 
until his interpreter, Kuligoski, was sent home on points. 
Pens tried to carry on -using the sign language, but the imi- 
tation was just as easy as wringing the clothes, so the pri- 
soners were fired. Italians were just as fine so long as 
Santora was there to call the shots, but Siozig and Ihe POW 
ctoetery called him away, so operaikn!&> stopped. „Every 
maixte I'm sitti;^ her%, k?^^ mci^ey", Pens would 
n^OftE as Ite aii^i^atid' ^m^^i^ fis MmAs of the whole 
a^ir. 

Cleaning and rehabilitation operations were emphasized, 
and Langhauf was soon rid of rubbish by the tried and true 
method of pushing it off the second story into a pit below 

the window. The roof was overlooked, and Rejman and 
Brusuelas were spending most of their time emptying 
buckets of rain water and chasing mice. 

Beautification efforts were emphasized with the men 
painting and stenciling names on the crosses, installing 
.g;rayel walks, and landscaping with the shrubs Hildreth had 
^^quisitioned" from a local nursery. 

Activities were shifted into second gear in anticipation 
of the coming of Memorial Day. „The Mole" was made chief 
en^iiieer in charge of lajidsc^ii3i& axtd had things looking 



Cookf Harrison, Pearlman, Pens and Quinn left w^ 
Capt. Gates to lay out cemeteries near Rheinberg, Budrki, 
and Wickrathsburg to handle the deaths in the Prisooer of 

War Enclosures. 

The one Lt. Clack, Brandt and Garthwaite had laid out 
proved to be in too hostle territory to be usable. While sur- 
veying operations were going on, a sniper lobbed an explo- 
ratory shot at Brandt's feet to get the range. Lt. Clack 
scared the unseen assailant away with -vile threats of what 
he would do to the woods and their occupants if they ever 
dared fire a shot at his favorite jeep driver again. Several 
rounds from his cal. .45 convincer probably had more mater- 
ial effect on the German speaking rifleman. 

Life at Rheinberg wasn't too appealing for the men. They 
frequently found their night's rest interrupted by volleys 
from the machiite guns below their window in tjie stockade,. 




BINGEN: Tiius iells theM^or what it$ t^l 



Their meals came from one big stew pot with five hundred 
other men griping about it with them, 

Admitting that nothing could be done about the weather, 
but that anything would be better than living inside a rifle 
range, Harrison and Pearlman went to One of the Hospitals 
to see if they could lodge a complaint upon a receptive ear. 
The following night, they were in a single room, resting 
serenly aftw a dian^ ^eak k^ped of by ice oream and 
cake, 

Harrison trained a crew (rf 6ie^^i personnel to operate 
the cemetery at Budrich. It w&s ao easy task instilHng in 
a novice all the knowledge gauaed m a year s intensive ex- 
perience, especially when it csime to writing the Emergency 
Medical Tags of some bullet riddled esca|>ee to read „Heart- 
burn, cal. .30**. 

V-E day, May cighthf fo«nd Headquarters, parts of the 
Second, and Fourth Platoons enjoying life at Ittenbach. The 
Third on their way to Lintfort, the First oiling their tonsils 
on some of the Lieut's loot" in Butzbach^, ::||^|^ .Jackson's 
section counting their points in Bingen, 

One the ninth of May, Lt. Staub made himself the nick- 
name „Short Cut Bill" by locating a sure-fire short cut that 
extended the trip from their rest camp at Grand Failly to 
Lintfort by some five hours. After searching around the 
town of Butzbach for some sign of the First Platoon, the 
men of the Third decided to give it up, and were busily 
engaged in playing a game of football in the village square 
to the delight of the civilians. Captain Rowntree swallowed 

mi0isiem.w^ ii^ough the e^^^idf |»ei$ie ^ky^ 
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BINGEN: Uta^oth tries to talk Li, Mysrs into faking 
another te'i$- for a bottle of champagne. Li. Myers 

pf*tt^ ihftt m Pt^py dirfn'f itt ike 





BINOEN: 3ffl(>Jiey displays the newly 
grrived watch, „My gr^mdmoiheT sent me". 




UEIDESHEIM: Sckmilt holds a cigarette 
iQ pay the fagglert a priavner-^hborer. 



BINGEN: Mooney doesn't share Hancock's d)ti&t£i^£^«r Igr^^ 
the last steak and ckojr^Ktgm, 



the game and led the players to the First Platoon's hillet. 
They stayed overnight at Butzbach with the First Platoon, 
enjoying some of Freddys home cooking, and helped roll 
back the cover for a jam session from the piano on the 
trailer; Lts. Staub and Myers spent aji enfo^^e 'ev^Xt^ 
throwing their rank at each other, 

With the platoon headquarters set up 'in LIntfort, Wilk- 
inson took his section to the cemetery at Rheinberg, Harr 
and his section went to Budrich to relieve the depot crew, 
and Bryant's section relieved Schaff and Huggins at the 
cemetery at Wickrathsberg. 

The First Platoon moved from Butzbach to Bingen to 
help Jackson's section with the paper work at his two ceme- 
teries at Heidesheim and Bad Kreuznach. August Bicker 
played host at his suburban mansion. 

Block, Jacksoiii Schmitt and Stein moved into the c^ne* 
tery ad Heidesheim with Climer, Okarma, Rodewald, Ty^- 
SOit and Zinkevcz living at the Bad Kreuznach POW ceme- 
tery. None of them suffered froin ^s^^tistion nor overworkt 
because the willing prisoners; W£t9 itik^^ ^ of iiie horj^big, 
field paper worSi mhrk^ m^s be^ laimdry and 
valeting* 




SEIBMSBiiM: Sfein. Block, Jackson, and Sefanttl ofter 
one of Mrs, Stein's meals. 



Things in Bingen were quite behind on the paper work, 
«ts there are some ten forms that had lo be submitted for 
each burial. While Jackson's crew had been operating the 
cemeteries, there had been no officer to sign the forms, so 
Lt. Myers had a back-log of some eight or nine hundred 
burials to get written up, checked, signed and submitted. 




BINGEN: Hard at work in the third week of a three day 
fiay, Harrifon his ^rst letter alter ike lilting of 



Harrison and Huggins came down with their typewrilers tO^ 
give then a start, and were to remain only two or three days, 
or less if they got caught up. Kammauff came down for a 
two day stay on to check up on some of the vehicles. When 
he left two weeks later. Harrison and Huggins were still 
waiting for the spirit to move Lieutenant Myers so that they 
could submit the approved and signed forms, 

The thought of signing and checking some ten thousand 
forms appealed to Lt, Myers much less than throwing his 
rank at the civilians. His daily trips to Mainz netted quani- 
ties of wine, cognac and champagne which he let go at cost' 
Champagne brought some thirty or forty cents. 




Blit^N: champagne, Lowensfein, Tipm* .8f^|jn3. 

H^H^hij mi Sarrinon. „Wait for Jat^ U nmt 
forms signed." 




BINGEN; Maaney writes a letter as Lt. Myers wonden 
he'Ii ever <mcl sign atl ihes^ Hmte cop^. 



Lt, Myers applied for a transfer to a company issuing 
Sliver, leaving us officerless in Bm^en^ He took a whole 
load of stuff with him, and the First Platoon took advantage 
of the situation to get rid of the piano, a dozen worn out 

storage batteries, building blocks, countless telephones and 
switchboards, swords and miscelleaneous junk, 

Huggins acquired a puppy with promises of papers pro- 
ving its nobility. He got four hundred dollars worth of 
]^e^g^.^4 eis^ worth of di^^ 





BINGEN: Prior to leaulng fof h&tiie on points ths following 
morning, Zinkevcz and Fivry ^mke hands and say good- 
ie fy)^ iGck other. 




SINQE^i N&ffhold drools while Tiius displays an impor- 
come io (litention to Okarma's bugle and fire a seven gan (one " ted h'^ttle fff Beagram's. The only W. C.T.U.'s member 

M-i cUp) ^ present Hdes iw^ ii/tES&Z^. face. 




WtENBACH: QuinH, Ptto'Imen and Carthwaiie «k^c^ iht 
pool on a pieme by ihe Rhine, 



ITTENBACS: Quinn hok* pn as a couph of 
Gls on a paaaing boEtf a glass of beer 

ke has handed oet the lOtndoa. . 



About the first of July the Third Platoon relinquished 
its hold on Lintfort, coming back into the fold at Ittenbacb, 
Germany. The First followed on the eleventht bringmg the 
entire compSLny togetiier for the &rst ^me since iWnks- 
giving. 

Life in Ittenbach was in complete contrast to what we 
had eacperi^ced at Fort Warren md m the Contsne^t 
There wcarc no mspecfions, revrilte, and men tsi^kfdst was 
optional. 

The pets and mascot's came and went, with Queenie leav- 
ing us for her new boy friend Cognac" in an Ack Ack 
outfit, and finally leaving with them when they pulled out. 
Fosses died the soldier's ideal death, being succeded by 
several near kin. Pups were being given out by the dozens 
io anyone -mho even looked at tte». €ui^tat ikae, but t&e 



fellows would bring in more dogs than we could give away. 

Horseshoe and Ping Pong tournaments were organized 
by Lt. Staub as recreational director. Picnics, with swim- 
ming at the pool beside the Rliein, baseball, and a keig of 
beer were a Sunday function. 

A boat was chartered for an evening trip up the Bll^ll 
pa5t historic Drachenidb and the Remagen bridge. 

As %^ Gewiery was eldsedj bodies ta>k^ to M«^- 
Ifateteii* Hc^lafidt ivitli m. m^ighi stop at liege^ Fa$sest 
and furloughs were taken to Paris, Liege, and onier places. 

,,Let me see the hands of those that will take a seven 
day furlough to Switzerland", asked Garthwaite. setting 
himself back to be mobbed. No one stirred, The Acting 
Top Kick fell over in a dead faint After three years, he'd 
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Y-DAY 

The candid camera caught the cQlebrants. 




^mrUi^usn found somt hoxea fo send somtf of Ms stuff 
home. 




Virchow Mem merytking hum „Siigiit Cad Ru^' to Taioo, 




Faitefion ialktd It. Sittgmutler into shining his Bk^es far ' 

Mm. 




Lt. Clack and Garthwaite swept the 
Morning Report carboia from behind 



